






























MAYOR CHARLES W. BICKFORD.
Gerdlemen of the City Council :
We have been selected by our fellow-citizens to administer
the affairs of the City for the ensuing year. In assuming
these responsibilities let it be our earnest endeavor to perform
our duties to the best of our ability. Let us realize that it is
not a matter of form, but a responsible duty which we owe to
ourselves and to our constituents to perform these duties to the
best of our ability, for the very best interests of our city and
its future welfare : so the nearer we can approach the rules and
principles of a business corporation the better our condition
will be.
I only ask, as the various matters come before you for
action, that you give them the same careful attention that you
would your own private business. It is not my purpose to
occupy your time today with any lengthy recommendations or
to weary your patience with an array of figures. As Rochester
from its inception has been run on business principles by the
very best business men among us, who work in season and out
of season for the success of our city government without pay
or graft in any department, again I say, "The city is fortunate
in securing the service of such busy men," for their true policy
has been ecouomy aud progress, and from my experience with
you for the past two years can safely say, no city of its size in
New England can show more and are getting the best possible
service for tiie money expended than the city of Rochester,
and when you carefully look over the affairs of the city in all
its departments and what we have got for the money expended
that goes to make up our indebtedness for the past thirteen
years, you will agree with me. Of course there is always a
tendency to criticise puhlic officials in their actions no matter
what you do, and it is not always just or fair, for the very
reason tliey do not look at the matter under consideration from
all points of view and have a thorough understanding of the
situation as do those whose duty it is to act.
Let us each, tlien, give our best attention and effort to our
duties for the ensuing year, that we may show by our actions
that we are determined to do all that lies within our power at
all times to advance the interests of all our citizens, and fulfill
that which is expected of us.
The finances of the city are in a most satisfactory condition
nud we have about all we need in permanent improvements,
outside of a new City Hall. In 1890 our indebtedness wtis
$170, yOi, while today it is $171,902.52 after making perman-
ent improvements for the past ten years of over SloO, 000 in
School Houses, Furniture and Grounds, City Hall lot, two Fire
Stations, Stone and Iron Bridges, Surface Sewer, Macadam,
Land Damage, Fire and Police Alarm System, making up loss
in Adams and Old Cemetery I\ind b}' illegal investment by
selectmen under town system, furnishing New Public Library,
etc., besides retiring S59,600 in Deep Sewer Bonds and ^20,000
in AVater Bonds during that period. With our tax rate at two
|jer cent., with the increased expense in the several depart-
ments from material growth of the cit3% calls for more revenue
to meet the running expenses and keep within the appro-
priations. We need more taxable property or a higher tax
rate. This, gentlemen, is a matter for you to carefully con-
sider when making the appropriation.




Outstanding water bonds, $180,000 00
Outstanding notes, 123,677 49
Sewer bonds, 71,500 00
Present indebtedness, not including
water bonds,
Assets :
Amount due on J. B. Stevens' Acct.,
Boston & Maine R. R. stock.
Cash in city clerk's hands,
Cash in treasurer's hands, exclusive











Rochester has never achieved any very high distinction in
the matter of good roads, and receives as much criticism and
fault finding as any other department. It is a difficult problem
for your highway committee to handle, owing to the limited
appropriation assigned to this department each year, and the
sandy soil through which most of our main roads traverse,
with no good material at hand to repair them with, are the facts
that confront your committee and keep them struggling along
in about the same old way. Ten years previous to Rochester
becoming a city the average amount expended was over $15,500
each year, and for the past ten years the average appropriation
has been $9,730. Is it any wonder people complain that
nothing is done? Last year, after our appropriations were
made in January, the state legislature met and passed a state
road bill. The council thought it advisable to take advantage
of it and see if something permanent could not be accoiriplisbed,
consequently set aside from the appropriation already made the
sum of S3, 097 and not yet expended, Tiie old Dover road was
selected as the main line to the mountains. The survey was
made from Somersworth line to the foot of Charles street and
in time extended to Milton line. Bids were asked for twice
and both times rejected, being too high. Being late in the fall,
the state engineer and highway committee thought advisable to
carry it over until this year, and with a like amount this year
we would get double distance for less mouey per mile, which
explains some of our shortcomings this last year. This year
will mark the beginning of permanent road improvement in
Rochester, so much needed, and each year add a mile until
Milton line is reached. Since the electric road was induced to
take up its rails and ties in Union street last fall, something of
a permanent character should be done with it and put in keeping
with our other streets, also the street from stone bridge to
Strafford square. Good streets and sidewalks give a good
impression to visiting public of your cit}' and much better
satisfaction to your own citizens.
Street Lights.
This is a matter of great importance, and I wish something
could be done to increase the efficiency and not increase the
expense, as we pay annually $6,600 for 98 arc lights, all the
city can stand for that department, when you take into consid-
eration the additional expense of So72.88 for the eight public
buildings. For the past two years, additional lights have been
petitioned for in different sections of the city, but none have
been granted on account of additional expense. It should not
be forgotten that a petition once granted means an expenditure
not alone for the year in which it was granted but for years to
come. Perhaps by changing the location of some of those we
already have and substituting thirty-two candle incandescent
for others we might extend our service and benefit more people
at no more expense, the same as other cities are doing. This
is of importance to the welfare, conveuience unci safety of all
our people ami should be considered with care and deliber-
ation.
Fire Department.
This department is of value to the city that is often unappre-
ciated. It may seem expensive when the money outlay is
alone considered, but we have a fire department which in disci-
pline and morals is second to none in New England in cities of
its size. Considering the annual saving to the citizens in
property, insurance rate and immunity from any great disaster
by fire, we must feel proud of our department. After finishing
and furnishing our commodious Fire Station last year, we had
an unexpended balance of $1,113.61 and should raise enough
more this year to put with it and purchase a suitable combina-
tion chemical engine and Hook and Ladder which is very much
needed, and would afford great protection in the early stages of
a fire within the city limits and especially so to those living in
the outside districts. It would be a move in the right direction,
and I hope the committee on fire department will give it early
consideration.
Police.
There is no department of the city government which comes
in closer contact with the individual and which requires greater
tact and sound judgment than that of the police of the city.
They know more of misery and of the weak sides of human
nature than can be found out in any other way. When not to
prosecute and when to prosecute depends upon a great variety
of circumstances and information which must be obtained
through not always reliable sources. Petty differences and
family jars may be more wisely settled out of court than by
airing them in the court.
Then, too, the officer may be able to assist in a charitable
way, because he knows just what assistance is needed, and at
the right time can greatly assist the needy, providing he has
the means to do so, or can obtain it.
The last legislature having passed the law requiring all
parties senteuced to the house of coi-rectiou or to jail for
drunkenuess to be supported at the county's expeui^e, there can
be no reason why our streets should not be cleared of all drunk-
enness and kept so. While the license law exists it should be
so enforced as to commend itself to the conservative citizen,
having in view always the restrictive sale of liquor as required
by the license law of the state. While it is the duty of all
good citizens to assist the police in the enforcement of the law,
certainly those who have licenses and are doing a legitimate
business and are in a position to know of illegal sales, should
form an association to assist the officers in ferreting out such
cases and in the enforcement of the law, for it certainly is to
their financial advantage to do so.
Parks and Commons.
There has been a marked improvement in Woodman square
the past year. Granite curbing and concrete walk have been
laid around the square, the lawn raised to grade and seeded,
trees transplanted and arranged with reference to street line,
Norway, ash leaved and silver maples, pin oaks, Japan quince
and Weigelas set out, and it now has a iinished appearance and
is a credit to the city. Parson Main square has also received
attention, shrubs and flowers added, making it an attractive
spot and very gratifying to our citizens and strangers coming
within our gates.
Public LiBRARy.
The Public Library has come to be one of the most useful
institutions of our city, and a recognized necessity of every pro-
gressive community, where all the wise of every age may be
consulted on the great and little things of life that most
concern us, and where the total acquisitions of human exper-
ience and knowledge will be open to the humblest citizen. Its
influence is all for good and increases as years go by, and
lends attraction and tone to our city's standing. I would call
again the attention of our citizens to our indebtedness to
Andrew Carnegie for his munificent gift of S20,000 for the
sole purpose of erecting a library building, which has been
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completed and opened to the public Oct. 2nd, 1905. Fol-
lowing is a brief description of our new Public Library,
a gift to the city by the Hon. Andrew Carnegie of New
York. The city furnished the land and the Council voted
to annually appropriate the sum of $2,000 for its maintein-
ance. Mr. Carnegie gave the magnificent sum of 820,000.
Randlett and Griffln of Concord, N. H., were the architects,
and Kelley Bros., of Haverhill, Mass., the builders.
The building was completed within the specified sum leav-
ing an unexpended balance of S22.92 to its credit. The
city council in April voted an appropriation of Si, 500 to
furnish the library, grade the grounds and put in sidewalk,
which has been done at an expense of $1,381.70. It was
turned over to the Board of Trustees by the building committee.
Mayor C. W. Bickford, chairman, Oct. 2, 1905, without cere-
mony and opened to the public. We now have the most
complete library building in the state for the money invested.
It is built with cut-face brick with granite and white brick trim-
mings, copper cornices, ridge rolls, and fiuials of copper and
slated roof. The size of the building on the ground is as
follows : Main building 43-8x55-4, Stack room in rear 21-4x
34-8. The first floor contains the General and Children's read-
ing rooms, size 17x28-6 each. Librarian's and Reference
rooms 11-6x17 each, Stack room 20x30, Delivery room 16x38.
Second floor contains Lecture room (Carnegie hall) 17-4x41,
seating 100 persons, Historical room, 17-4x28-6, Trustees' room
11-6x17-4, Art gallery 16x32. Basement contains Newspaper
room 17x28-6, Janitor's room 12x17, unpacking room 12x30,
Boiler room 17x18, Coal and Wood room 10x17, Stack room
20x32, two Toilet rooms, 9x10 each. The first floor is finished
in oak, the second floor and basement in cypress, with birch
floors throughout. The building is lighted with electricity and
piped for gas. Heated by steam with three fireplaces in the
reading-rooms. The building commitee. Mayor C. W. Bick-




The subject of our public schools is oue which has been
freely discussed in recent years. The intelligent standing of a
community is governed to a great extent by its public schools.
Our schools being simply preparatory to higher education
should not branch out unreasonably into the pursuit of knowl-
edge on specialties only sought by a few and only benefiting
those few. It seems that the present school accommodations
are insufficient to meet the demands upon them, and something
must be done with the Maple street school to enlarge it, or
build new, to meet the requirements of our increasing popula-
tion. I cannot recommend the building of any addition or
annex to the present building at this time. The sanitary
arrangements are very bad and it would seem to me to be a
waste of money to undertake to remodel this house. I need
hardly say that our schools under their efficient management
continue to be of the best. The reports of the school board,
superintendent, and principal of high school, you will find
interesting reading.
City Hall.
I recommended last year the necessity of building a city hall
with suitable offices for all departments, fire and burglar proof
vaults for our city records, police station, police court room,
and hall with seating capacity of 1,000 to 1,200 people, not to
exceed in cost $65,000. I earnestly urge upon you again the
necessity of considering this matter and formulating some plan
whereby a beginning can be made this year. Some of you
have been in the council six, nine and twelve years. You
cannot expect to remain here much longer and new men will
take your places. It is your duty to do something while you
can. You are the men I would like to see moukl the plans and
receive the commendations of your fellow citizens and make
Rochester a progressive and up-to-date city. The last legisla-
ture granted you an enabling act, authorizing you to raise
S65,000 on notes or bonds of the city, payable within thirty
years from date of passage (Feb. 9, 1905). You have all the
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authority you need. Why not take advantage of it? It is up
to you to act.
In Conclusion.
Gentlemen of the Council, I have only called your attention
to a few important matters at this time, but will take them up
with you in the future as occasion requires, and suggest such
remedies as I think best for the success and prosperity of the
city. I believe Rochester has a great future before it. While
all things should be done as economically as possible, the
future needs of the city should be looked after. The true
policy of any municipal government should be both economy
and progress. What is needed above everything else is a new
city hall and better roads. While I can only recommend, it is
for you to act. With this in view, let me urge upon you the
importance of united action. Let a spirit of fairness prevail,
and show by our actions that we are determined to do all that
lies in our power at all times to advance the interests of all our
citizens and make this the banner year of our municipal his-
tory. Finally, in closing, I desire to express my sincere
thanks and appreciation for the honor which the citizens of
this city have conferred upon me for the third time in electing
me to the highest position within their power to bestow, mayor
of the city of Rochester, feeling myself under double obliga-
tions to do that which seems to me to be for the city's best
interests and for that of the larger number of its inhabitants in
general. I accept the responsibility which now devolves upon
me, and will devote my time and energy to do all that lies




As Organized Jan. 2, 1906.




} Joel W. McCrill
( Joseph 0. Hayes.
Ward One ^ ^ r^l is,
( Stephen B. Scruton,
Ward Two ] Charles E. Vallely,
(Hartley L. Wormhood.
r William A. Osborne,




Ward Four ] Frank H. Boston,^"'^ ^^'"
I ISADORE P. MaRCOTTE.
( John Greenfield,








City Clerk „ _ H. L. Worcester
City Treasurer _ John L. Copp
City Solicitor Samuel D. Felker
Collector of Taxes James B. Stevens
Street Commissioner Geo. T. McDuffee
Supt. Water Works and Sewers Leander P. Pickering
Marshal Chas. A. Allen
Asst. Marshal A. F. Wilkinson
Night Watch Ferdinand Sylvain
Police at Gonic _ W. L. Pugsley
Police at East Rochester Thomas H. Gotts
" " William B. Elliott
Chief Engiyieer Fire Department Horace C. Hanson
1st Asst. " " Charles E. Randall
2nd Asst. '• " Leslie J\I. Seavey
3d Asst. " " Elmer E. Lowd
4th Asst. " " Louis M. Richardson
Sanitary Officer Sherwood W. Goodwin
Overseer of the Poor Forrest L. Keay
City Physician Dudley L. Stokes
(The last three constitute the Boai'd of Health)
Assessors.
Nahum F. Yeatou and Everett M. Sinclair.
Plumbers' Examining Board.
Albert P. Covey, Dudley L. Stokes, Sherwood W. Goodwin.
Trustees of Public Library.
Mayor Charles W. Biekford, Sidney B. Hayes, Frfed P.




Finance—The Mayor, Couucilmen Wallace and Greenfield.
Shade Trees, Parks and Commons—The Mayor, Couucilmen
Scruton and Boston.
Public Iiistruction—The Mayor, Councilmen Osborne and
Torr.
Claims and Accounts— Councilmen Durgiu, Marcotte and
"Worm hood.
Public Buildings— Councilmen Maguire, Tuttle and Mc-
Crillis.
Roads, Bridges and Drains—Councilmen Wallace, Greenfield
and Hayes.
Water Works and Seicers— Councilmen Meader, Greenfield
and Ricker.
Fire Dej)artment—Councilmen Maguire, McCrillis and Tuttle.
Street Lights—Councilmen Ricker, Scruton and Elliott.
Printing—Councilmen Durgin, Caron and Torr.
Adams and Old Cemetery Funds—Councilmen Ricker,
Scruton and Caron.
Elections and Returns—Councilmen Durgin, Elliott and
Vallely.
Bills in Their Second Reading and Enrolled Ordinances—
Councilmen Wallace, Marcotte and Hayes.
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Legal Affairs—The Mayor, Councilmen Durgin and Worm-
hood.
Purchasing Committee—The Mayor, Councilmen Meader and
Wallace.
Police Committee—The Mayor, Councilmen Greenfield and
Maguire.
Janitor City Building—William A. Hanscam,
Special Police—George AV. Preston, Lemuel E. Goodwin,
William A. Hanscam, Nathan C. Newcomb, Frank Andrews,
Edgar M. Gate, Ernest L. Watson, Joseph W. Laundry, Hart-
ley L. Wormhood, William 0. Morrill, Cyrille Vachon, Charles
H. Tebbetts, Peter Gagne, Albert E. Rollins, Warren W. Dag-
gett, Vennant Perreault, Patrick Keating, Philias Hughes,
Edwin F. Dame, Leslie M. Seavey, Fred S. Babb, Horace
Mills, Joseph L. Davidson, Charles H. Prescott, William E.
Turner, Edward Josselyn, Frank S. Edgerly, Edward L. Teb-
betts, Joseph Roulx, Chas. H. Eastman, Edward L. Kimball.
Sealer of Weights and Pleasures—Charles M. Bailey.
Surveyors of Wood and Lumber—Frank B. Preston, Nahum
F. Woodman, Edmund Elliott, Nahum Yeaton, J. Trafton
Whipple, Sidney B. Hayes, Miles H. Cochrane, Frank E.
Hussey, Fred vS. Babb.
Weighers of Hay, Straw and Coal—Daniel F. Jeuness, John
G. Morrill, John W. Tebbetts, Charles W. Willand, A. Roscoe
Tuttle, John Bilodeau, Frank W. Smith.
Fence Vieivei's—James Corson, Charles W. Dame.
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Recommendation of Finance Committee
for Annual Appropriation.
The committee on finance, after a careful examination of the
requirements of the several departments, would recommend
that the following sums be raised by taxations this year for the
support of the various departments :





Miscellaneous department, 1,500 00
Sampson Post G. A. R., 150 00
East Rochester Library and Reading Room, 200 00
Street Lights, 6,600 00
City Poor and Soldiers' Aid, 1,400 00
Free Public Library and Reading Room, 2,000 00
Sewer bonds, 6,500 00
Interest on sewer bonds, 2,502 50
Schools, 22,500 00
Health, 300 00
County tax, 13,411 50




ORDERS PASSED BY THE CITY
COUNCIL.
Resolution for Printing Reports.
Resolved by the City Goxmcil of the City of Rochester
:
That the clerk is hereby iustrncted to prepare for the press
as soon as possible, the matter that is to go into the report of
1904, and that bids for printing of the same be submitted to
such printers as ma}' be designated by the committee on print-
ing, and that there be printed for distribution 1200 copies, and
200 copies of the Revised Ordinances.
Passed Jan. 4, 1905,
Resolution for Annual Appropriation.
Resolved by the City Cotincil of the City of Rochester
:
That, for the support of the various departments for the
ensuing year, there be raised by taxation the sum of eighty-
two thousand, four hundred thirty-five dollars and eighty- four
cents ($82,4o5.84), aud the assessors are hereby directed to
assess that amount with such overlay as may be tliought
necessary, the interest on notes to be provided for by the
amount coming from the state, and the amount coming to the
city from the License Commissioners for licenses issued by
them shall be credited to the police department.
Passed Jan. 10, 1905.
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Resolution to Purchase Harnesses.
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Rochester
:
That the committee on new fire station be authorized and
instructed to purchase two pairs double quick hitch harnesses,
hangers and all complete at a cost not to exceed three hundred
and sixty-seven dollars ($367.00), and that the same be paid for
from any unexpended balance of the money appropriated to
build a new fire station.
Passed Feb. 7, 1905.
Resolution to Purchase Land.
Resolved by the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Rochester
:
That the sum of seven hundred dollars (8700), be raised on
note or notes of said city to purchase the Mclllroy land
adjoining the Maple street schoolhouse on Maple street and
that said sum of seven hundred dollars (S700), constitute a
portion of the city debt, and the Mayor is authorized, on behalf
of the city, to accept the deed of the same.
Passed Feb. 7, 1905.
Resolution Appropriating Money for the
Extermination of Brown Tail Moths.
Resolved by the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Rochester
That the sum of $100 be and hereby is set apart from the
police department for the purpose of exterminating the brown
tail moth, and so much of said sum as may be required is here-
by placed at the disposal of the committee on shade trees, parks
and commons for the purpose herein expressed.
Passed March 7, 1905.
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Resolution Appropriating $1,500 for
Furnishing, Grading and Laying Walk
to Entrance to New Public Library.
Resolved hy the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Rochester :
That tbe sum of $1,500 be raised by note or notes of said
city for the purpose of furnisbins;, grading and laying sidewalk
to entrance of new public library, and that said sum constitute
a portion of the city debt.
Passed March 7, 1905.
Resolution Appropriating Money to
Purchase a Pair of Horses.
Resolved by the Mayor and City Council of the City oj
Rochester :
That a sum not exceeding $500 be set apart from the surplus
money of the Police Department for the purchase of a pair of
horses for the use of the city and fire department, that the
committee ou roads, bridges and drains is hereby authorized to
purchase for the city's use as herein expressed when necessary.
Passed March 7, 1905.
Resolution to Hire Money in Anticipation
of Taxes.
Resolved by the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Rochester
:
That the finance committee be authorized to raise on note or
notes of the city a sum of money not exceeding $10,000, in
anticipation of taxes, providing it is necessary so to do.
Passed March 7, 1905.
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(Resolution Exempting Spaulding Bros,
from Taxation.
Resolved by the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Rochester
:
That Spaulding Bros, be exempt from taxation for the term
of ten years from this date on their stock in trade in any new
business which they may establish in Rochester.
Passed March 7, 1905.
Resolution ApprovingAction of Committee
on Roads, Bridges and Drains.
Resolved by the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Rochester :
That the Council approve of the action of the committee on
roads, bridges and drains in asking the co-operation of the
State in the permanent improvement of the highways, and the
committee on roads, bridges and drains are hereby authorized
to carry out and sign contracts for such improvement.
Passed April 4, 1905.
Resolution Restoring the Adams and Old
Cemetery Conservation Funds.
Resolved by the Mayor and City Council of the City oj
Rochester :
That for the purpose of restoring the Adams and Old Ceme-
tery Conservation Funds to a normal condition that the City of
Rochester place notes of the city in the hands of the City
Treasurer to the amount of five thousand ninety-four i^^ ^^ol-
lars to be set apart as follows : Three thousand two hundred
and six j',;V dollars to make good the loss to the piincipal of
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the Adams fund, and three hundred twenty-two v,/,; dollars to
make good the lost income of said fund. One thousand three
hundred and forty-three y*'^',, dollars to make good the loss to
the principal of the Old Cemetery Conservation Fund, and two
hundred twenty-one -,'Vm, dollars to make good the lost income
of said fund. And that said sum, five thousand ninety- four
y^Q dollars constitute a portion of the city debt.
Passed April 4, 1905.
Resolution to Purchase Water Pipe.
Resolved hi/ the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Rochester :
That the purchasing committee is hereby instructed to pur-
chase eight hundred feet of six-inch cast iron water pipe for
the water department, and the money necessary for the pay-
ment of the same shall be taken from the earnings of the
water works for the year 190.^. And the committee on water
works are authorized to have four hundred feet of said pipe
laid in Church Street, Gonic, and four hundred feet in Allen
Street in Rochester Village.
Passed May 2, 1905.
Resolution to Purchase Harnesses.
Resolved by the Mayor and City Council oj the City of
Rochester :
That the sum of one hundred sixty and
j'^^'^f
dollars be set
apart from the surplus money of the police department for the
purchase of a pair of double harnesses, two blankets, two col-
lars, and the balance of one hundred dollars due on horses
purchased by your committee.
Passed June 6, 1905.
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Resolution to Purchase Land, Corner
of Wakefield and Union Streets.
Resolved by the Mayor and City Council of the City of
Rochester
:
That the city buy a piece of laud of Mrs. Lucy D. Wilkinson,
corner of Wakefield and Union Streets, for the purpose of
widening entrance to Union Street, for the sum of S30 and the
Mayor may purchase the same and take deed thereof to the
city.
Passed July 11, 1905.
Resolution to Change Property Line
Between Land of Charles W. Spring-
field and Land Owned by the City.
Whereas, by changing the property line between land owned
and occupied by Mr. Charles W. Springfield on Main Street in
Rochester, and land owned by the city and occupied by the
new public library building, both properties can be improved,
and
Whereas, it can be done free of expense to either party,
therefore, be it
Resolved, that the Mayor be ^ud hereby is authorized and
empowered to deed to Mr. Charles W. Springfield the land
owned by the city, as agreed upon, and also to take in the
name of the city the land to be deeded by Mr. Springfield in
exchange.
Passed Sept. 5, 1905.
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Resolution to Transfer Money from One
Department to Another.
Resolved by the City Council of the City of Rochester :
That if found necessary in closing the accounts for the year
to transfer from any department where there may be a surplus,
to any other department that may be overdrawn, the Committee
on Finance are hereby authorized to make such transfer.





January I, 1905, to January I, 1906.
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT.
Paid^P. H. Hai-tigan, mercliaudise, $10 86
Rochester Foundry & Machine Works, 8 C. I.
posts, 18 00
Elliott Bros., 1,000 bricks, 7 00
Charles E. Ricker, 2 iron rods, 4 25
George W. Pearl, merchandise, 3 35
Tobias Roberts & Sous, work on snow plows, 3 25
Rochester Auction and Commission House,
tools, 3 50
AV. L. Richmond, electrical supplies at fire
station, 17 12
L. P. Pickering, sled runners, 5 00
Miscellaneous Department, use of mileage, 13 94
John W. Dame, fence on Wakefield street, 19 88
D. G. Osborne, repairing road machines, 14 80
George E. Varney, lumber, 3 00
Ralph H. Hall, hay, 13 10
Cobb, Hayes & Co., horse medicine, 6 75
Nahum Yeaton, posts and ties, 12 06
S. C. Meader, hay, 83 02
Charles M. Bailey, one dozen ash cans, 19 83
Frank S. Tompkins, recording deed, 70
Watson & Hayes, parts for mower, 1 25
J. S. Loud, two bags oats, 1 90
Watson & Hayes, 100 feet oue-half inch lace, 1 00
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Paid Rochester Wheel Co., repairing wheel,
Harold L. Bond, one-half dozen picks,
E. S. Smart, " time books,
Dr. F. I. Smith, services,
.
L. E. Scruton, layout of Wakefield St., and
survey of Portland St.,
F. P. Wentworth, labor on highway,
Charles M. Bailey, merchandise,
George T. McDuffee, 21,86.5 pounds hay,
Charles E. Bickford, labor on highway,
Charles W. Bradley, coal,
Morrill & Greenfield, coal,
W. A. Hanson, janitor of fire station,
Boston & Maine R. R., freight.
New England Telephone & Telgraph Co.,
Arthur H. Hayes, labor on highway,
George W. Emery, labor on highway,
Ellsworth Pearl, labor on highway, $ 7 30
" 8 00
• " 13 80
Tobias Roberts & Son, blacksmith
work,
Tobias Roberts & Sou, blacksmith
work,
Tobias Roberts & Sou, blacksmith
work,
Tobias Roberts & Son, blacksmith
work,
S. A. Stokes, blacksmith work,
S 5 95
28






John W. Dame, merchandise and labor, $1 95
" " 5 72
Ame & Co., Standard Food,
Cobb, Hayes & Co., merchandise,
Watson & Hayes, hardware,
Rochester Foundry & Machine Works,
merchandise, $16 52
Rochester Foundry & Machine Works,
merchandise, 38 18
Rochester Foundry & Machine Works,
merchandise, 39 46
Rochester Foundry & Machine Works,
merchandise, 4 20
John O. Smart, use of teams,
M. H. Plummer, merchandise,
$59 35
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Paid Oirin Hoyt, labor on highway,





Paid Berry & Shorey, hardware,
31
Credit.
By annual appropriation, $11,000 00
Amount from Rochester Driving Club
for labor on Speedway,
W. H. Otis, 3 hooks,
Art Metal Construction Co., for
trucking,
John Cashman, for hay,
Town of Barrington, parts of road
machine,
Town of Northwood, use of street
roller.
Water Department, use of horse in
1903,
Amount from Water Department,
feeding horse one year,
John Cashman, use of two teams and
two m.eu, one and one-half days,
Geo. F. Willey estate, for 11 days'
work excavating cellar,




Paid O. B. Warren, postmaster, one cent stamps,
Cobb, Hayes & Co., one sponge,
Pay roll, returns of marriages,
Pay roll, returns of births and deaths,
Hobbs & Warren Co., blank books,
0. A. Hoyt, auditing books,
Frank S. Tompkins, recording deeds,
Globe Wernicke Co., index cards.
Berry & Shorey, snow shovel,
O. B. Warren, postmaster, stamps,
United Gas & Electric Co., merchandise,
George G. Neal, binding assessors' books,
Hon. E. N. Pearson, engraving act to issue
bonds for city building,
Patrick Keating, merchandise,
Berry & Shorey, glass,
Charles H. Foss, oil, matches, etc.,
F. W. Fifield & Co., printing,
Edson C. Eastman, one invoice record,
Cobb, Hayes & Co., sponges, ink, etc.,
Stewart, Warren & Co., four check books,
Loring, Short & Harmon, small record book,
J. 0. Hayes, teams for assessors' use,
John W. Dame, shingles and labor at armory,
F. I. Smith, enumerating children.
Courier Publishing Co., printing reports.
Courier Publishing Co., Assessors' Notices,
Bass & Co., two directories.
Courier Publishing Co., printing ordinances, etc.
; 5 00
33
Paid C. W. Lowe, baiting assessors' horse,
C. E. Ricker, building cemetery fence,
Boston & Maine R. R. Co., mileage book,
Berry &]Shorey, window brush and twine,
F. S. Webster & Co., one typewriter ribbon.
Wilder B. Neal & Co., one globe and one
chimney,
Cobb, Hayes & Co., chloride lime and sponges,
Loring,. Short & Harmon, one record book,
Frank Sylvain, two feet wood,
Fred P. Meader, ink, etc..
The Record Co., 500 bill heads,
" 500 letter heads,
F. W. Fifield & Co., tax bills,
Hobbs & Warren Co., lieu sales and receipt
books,
J. O. Hayes, one cord wood,
James H. Holt, repairs on boiler,
John Young, enumerating children,
F. Marquis, assisting enumerating,
John W. Dame, repairing screen door,
Preston & Stevens, sprinkling extra at fair time,
James A. Roberts, enumerating children,
P>ed P. Meader, envelopes and one stick file,
George Rankin, enumerating children,
E. S. Smart, paper, envelopes and index,
Rochester Cemetery Asso., gate, etc., at Roch-
ester Hill Cemetery,
S. Swaine, one rubber stamp,
George G. Neal, 10 scrap books,
Frank R. Hayes, enumerating children,
F. W. Fifield & Co., noteheads "Mayor,"
Charles IM. Bailey, merchandise,
George H. Tiltou, care of city clock and repair-
ing clocks,
Dover Gas Light Co., lighting public buildings,
$ 2 00
34
Paid Cbailes W. Bradley, coal, $179 35
The A. S. Parshley Agency, iusurauce, 184 00
New England Telephone & Telegraph Co., 5 58
Courier Pablishing (Jo., prinling, 8 50
American Express Co., 1 25
Moses H. Jacobs, services janitor of East
Rochester hall, 17 50
Moses H. Jacobs, extra labor, 95
S. W. Goodwin, truant oHicer, 105 00
John W. Dame, labor, 1 25
F. P. Went worth, insurance, 48 00
F. E. Small, insurance, 78 00
Morrill & Greenfield, wood, 22 25




Amount from police department, for
use of mileage.
Amount from county poor, use of
mileage.
Amount from highway department,
use of mileage.
Amount froai George McDuffee, use
of milenge.
Amount from H. L. Worcester, use of
mileage.
Rent of East Rochester hall.
Pool licenses,
Show licenses.
From rent of Armory,
From Merry-go-round license,
A. F. Wilkinson, use of mileage,
City Clerk's fees.





Paid L. M. Richardson, assistant engineer, 1904,
C. W. Lowe, use of teams,
C. W. Bradley, wood,
Perkins, Linscott & Co., rental for steam
whistle for 1904,
American Electrical Works, wire,
W. L. Richmond, electrical supplies,
Watson & Hayes, step ladder,
E. E. Lowd, supplies.
United Gas & Electric Co., labor,
E. L. Demick, labor,
W. H. Fernald, labor,
W. E. Decrow, key boxes,
Rochester Carpet Co., merchandise,
J. Hinman & Co., extinguisher charges,
Berry & Shorey, chain,
W. F. Hunt, services as fireman,
W. E. Decrow, zincs and coppers,
Combination Ladder Co., ladders,
Harry A. Glazier, pulleys,
M. H. Smith, hauling hose,
J. H. Duntley, blacksmith work,
Joseph Birch, services member of Hose Co.
four months,
Thomas Lanoix, use of team at fire,
Charles W. Bradley, wood and coal,
Stephen Jacobs, watching fire,
Charles A. Corson, watching fire.
5 25 00
36
Paid Pay roll, for July 3 and 4, Eia Hose Co., $ 24 00
" " Torrent Hose, 20 00
" >' Cocheeo Hose, 20 00
Hook and Ladder, 2t 00
James Rjberls, fighting' Ijriish fire, 40
William Marginson, " 40
Roscoe Tattle, " 40
Harry Meader, " 40
Charles Gray, " 1 00
Charles Richardson, " 1 00
Dert Gate, " 1 00
J. Hinman & Co., two dozen pony charges, 12 00
John V. Home, hauling ladders, 2 00
C. A. Corson, patrol duty July 4, 2 00
W. E. Blaisdell, patrol duty July 4, 2 00
H. G. Goodwin, watching July 3 and 4, 2 00
Charles Nute, watching July 3 and 4, 2 00
Cliarles Gray, watching fire, 1 00
William Marginson, watching fire, 1 00
Justin Gear, patrol duty, 2 00
Charles H, Keates, patrol duty, 2 00
Bert Cate, patrol duty, 1 00
John W. Dame, repairing doors at fire station, 2 .5.5
M. H. Plummer, one whip, one can polish, 90
Walter Varuey, labor, 9 00
Perkins, Linscott & Co., rental for whistle for
1905, 275 00
W. A. Hanscom, services janitor oi! fire sta-
tion,
Henry Evans & Co., one pair cutting plyers,
United Gas & P^lectrlc Co., fixtures at fire
station,
I. Cushing, oil,
Charles M. Bailey, merchandise,
L. M. Richardson, assistant engineer,
Pay roll, Torrent Hose Co.,
87 50
37
Paid Rochester Foundry and Machine Works, mer-
chandise,
]M. E. Sterrett, hauling hose to fires,
John W. Dame, lumber and work,
J. V. Home, labor,
American Express Co., express,
S. A. Stokes, blacksmith work.
Berry & Shorey, hardware,
Watson & Hayes, hardware,
E. F, Dame, trucking,
Horace C. Hanson, paint and labor,
Boston & Maine R. R., freight,
M. H. Plummer, merchandise,
John O. Smart, use of teams,
Henry C. Walker, trucking,
Harry Clark, hauling hose to fire,
Cocheco Woolen Mfg. Co., material and labor
at E. R. station,
Elmer E. Lowd, assistant engineer,
Charles E. Randall, 2nd assistant engineer,
George H. Webster, chief "
Horace C. Hanson, 1st assistant "
Pay roll, Hook & Ladder Co.,
Pay roll, Cocheco Hose Co.,
Pay roll, A. D. Whitehouse Hose Co.,
Pay roll, Ela Hose Co.,
Pay roll, Harrington Hose Co.,
Clarence IC. Junkins, lantern burner,












Paid Courier Publisliiug Co., printing mittimus
blanks,
Courier Publishing Co., printing trespass notices,
John W. Dame, material and labor,
Water Department, one S. & W. at lockup,
Bass & Co., one directory,
The Record Co., printing execution blanks,
Fred P. Meader, two document cases,
A. F. Wilkinson, expense to Concord,
Rochester Auction and Commission House,
three chairs,
Boston & Maine R. R., one mileage,
George G. Neal, one Criminal Docket,
Edson C. Eastman, one copy public statutes,
Pay roll, specials July 4,
J. O. Hayes, use of teams,
Berry & Shorey, two Yale padlocks,
John W. Dame, putting lock on lockup,
Berry & Shorey, one Yale lock and keys,
Hobbs & Warren Co., index police court,
A. L. Abbott, one and one-half days' work.
The Eco Magneto Clock Co., repairs to gener-
ators, etc.,
Boston Board of Police, two inspectors at fair.
Pay roll, specials during fair,
Fred P. Meader, journal and record,
J. S. Loud, matches,
Hobbs & Warren Co., police docket,
Charles M. Bailey, merchandise,
6 50
40
Paid W. H. Roberts, certifying complaint and
warrant, $ 50
Geo. N. Lanoix, services as interpreter in
police court,
Hanscam & McDuffee, repairing chairs,
William Wright, services as justice,
Water department, labor at lockup,
Clarence E. Juukins, merchandise,
Dover Gas Light Co., lighting,
Frank Edgerly, special police duty,
Warren Daggett, special police duty,
Berry & Shorey, hardware,
American Express Co., express.
New England Telephone & Telegraph Co.,
State Industrial school, board of Charles
Jenness,
Edwin F. Dame, special police duty,
C. R. Allen, lunches,
Joseph Landry, special police duty,
Joseph Davidson, special police duty,
Frank Andrews, special police duty,
H. L. Worcester, services as justice,
Courier Publishing Co., printing,
C. W. Lowe & Son, use of teams,
C. H. Prescott, special police duty,
Edward Josselyn, special police duty,
W. O. Morrill, special police duty,
Morrill & Greenfield, wood,
Strafford County Farm, board of prisoners,
Venant Perrault, special police duty,
Miscellaneous department, use of mileage,
George W. Preston, special police duty,
L. G. Goodwin, lunches,
Eco Magneto Clock Co., dials,
W. H. Carll, use of teams,
L. V. McGill, police judge, ^
3 00
41
Paid Henry F. Walker, clerk police court, $ 33 33
H. L. Worcester, " 66 67
Charles A. Allen, marshal, 750 00
A. F. Wilkinson, assistant marshal, 700 00
Ferdinand Sylvain, night watch, 700 00
W. L. Pugsley, police at Gonic, 100 00
Thomas H. Gotts, police at East Rochester, 50 00
E. Y. Trafton, "
four months, 16 68
Special appropriation for horses, 500 00
Additional appropriation for horses, harnesses,
etc., 160 50
Appropriation for brown tail moths, 100 00
$4,928 69
Transferred to highway department, 771 53
Unexpended balance, 2,334 53
$8,034 75
Credit.
By balance from 1904, $2,483 20
Amount from Geo. T. McDuflfee, use
of mileage, 1 98
Amount from W. A. Hanscom, use of
mileage, 5 74
Amount from state liquor license, 4,871 94
police costs and fines, 628 96
police clerk's fees,




Paid Charles W. Bickford, mayor, $400 00
Horace L. Worcester, city clerk, 700 00
John L. Copp, treasurer, 150 00
Samuel D. Felker, city solicitor, 500 00
Dudley L. Stokes, citji physician, 200 00
Forrest L. Keay, overseer of poor, 200 00
William A. Hanscom, janitor, 540 00
" Dec. 1004, 45 00
S. W. Goodwin, sanitary officer, 350 00
James B. Stevens, tax collector, on taxes of
1904, 419 58
James B. Stevens, tax collector, on taxes of
1905.
• 400 00
Henry F. Walker, assessor, 10 00
S. F. Shorey, " 10 00
Nahum Yeaton, " 209 75
Everett M. Sinclair, assessor, 146 50
Orrin A. Hoyt, " 110 00
Ward Officers.
43
Ward Four, Edward P. Maxfield, S4 00
Seven jurors, 3 50
Five, Chas. A. Jellerson, 4 00
Eight jurors 4 00
Six, A. H. Durgin, 4 00
Eight jurors, 4 00
Ward
44
Supervisors op Check Lists.













Paid interest on notes No . 367,
46
Paid interest on notes No. 429, 449, 475,
47
Paid interest on notes No. 492, 500, 501,
" 275, 27G, 277, 278, 335,
336, 337, 338, 398, 399,
403, 4G9,
Paid interest on notes No. 396,
'' 444,
Credit.
By interest B. & M. R. R. stock, $56 00

































Paid Cobb, Hayes & Co., merchandise,
F. S. Grant, burial of deer,
Rochester Cemetery Association, lot in ceme-
tery and burial,
Rochester Cash Market, provision,
Chas. H. Foss, groceries,
Cobb, Hayes & Co., antitoxin,
J. A. Allen, burial of deer,
A. Perley Fitch, formaldehyde, etc.,





Paid Boston & Maine R. R., freight,
53
SHADE TREES, PARKS AND COMMONS.
Paid Berry & Shorey, one tree pruner,
Edwin F. Dame, hauling dressing,
Shady Hill Nursery Co., trees,
Chalmers' Conservatories, winter-
ing plants,
S. A. Stokes, repairing lawn mower,
American Express Co., express,
C. H. Fairbanks & Co., phosphate.
New England Brick Co., dumping
loam at Gonic,
H. C. Hanson, painting urns,
S. W. Goodwin, labor.
Berry & Shorey, hardware,






Paid Berry & Shorey, shellac and brushes,
L. E. Scruton, copy of sewer book,
Rochester Foundry & Machine Works, one
sewer grate cover,
Henry Evans & Co., two nail hammers,
John W. Dame, filing saw, etc.,
Clarence E. Junkins, bottoming pails,
Charles W. Bradley, cement,
Berry & Shorey, pipe.
Pay rolls, labor,
John O. Smart, use of teams.
Berry & Shorey, merchandise,
Tobias Roberts & Son, blacksmith work,
S. A. Stokes, labor,





Paid Rochester Foundry & Machine Works, one
sewer grate top,
Berry & Shorey, pipe.
Pay rolls, labor,
L. E. Scruton, levels for grades,
Fred W. Crocker, labor;




Paid Charles C. Perkins, 18 chickens killed,
Dr. Ezra Pray, 35 sheep,
Charles Torr, 1 sheep, 1 lamb,
Mrs. Emma D. Trickey, 4 hens,
John S. Ricker, 1 chicken, 6 hens,
E. C. Rogers, 3 hens,
David Graham, 2 hens,
Mrs. J. M. Plummer, 2 sheep,
Frank Blackmar, 1 cockerel,
C. W. Gerrish, 2 sheep,
C. W. Willand, 1 sheep,
J. E. Brierley, 1 cockerel,
C. W. Lowe & Sons, use of teams,
The Record Co., printing dog notices,
W. A. Hanscom, notifying dog owners.
Courier Publishing Co., printing,






Free Public Library and Reading Room.
Paid John L. Copp, $2,000 00
Credit.
By appropriation, $2,000 00
Special Appropriation for Horses.
Paid A. J. Furbusli, for horses and harnesses, S660 50
Credit.
By appropriation fjom police department, $660 50
Street Lights.
Paid United Gas & Electric Co., $6,566 04
Transferred to school department, 135 84
Credit.
;,701 88




Sampson Post, G. A. R.
Paid John Pugsley, Q. M., $150 00
Credit.
By appropriatioD, $150 00
East Rochester Library and ReadingRoom.
Paid Geo. L. HarringtoD, Treas., $200 00
Credit.
By appropriation, $200 00
County of Strafford.




Paid Randlett & Griffin, on contract, $8,142 62
Keys for library, 2 16
New England Telephone & Telegraph Co., 85
Art Metal Construction Co., steel stacks, 750 00
Allen Shade Holder Co., shades and fixtures, 105 53
Oven Hooper's Sons, furnishings, 777 00
Rochester Carpet Co., rubber matting, etc., 25 38
Boston & Maine R. R., freight on granite, 14 35
Stephen S. Jacobs, material and labor, 47 80
Kelley Bros., extra plastering, 15 00
Andrews & Perkins, edgestones, etc., 43 45
59
Paid Charles W. Bradley, wood,
Hanscam & McDuffee, fiiruiture.
Berry & Shorey, one coal scoop,
Morrill & Greenfield, coal and wood,
Clarence Howard & Son, setting edgestone,
L. E. Scrutou, plan of library lot,
John W. Dame, screens, etc.,
F. R. Jeffries & Shepard, repairing roof and
slate,
S. W. Goodwin, work on lawn,
Rochester Water Works, mileage,
John W. Dame, moving counter, etc.,
; 7 00
60
Will L. Richmond, electric fixtures,
61
Brown Tail Moths.
Paid S. W. Goodwin, labor, $98 25





By appropriation from police department, $100 00
State Roads.
Paid William A. Grover, survey of road and plan, $ 54 91
Unexpended balance, 3,042 59
$3,097 50
Credit.
By appropriation from highway, S3, 097 50
Land for Maple Street School.
Paid S. I), Felker and wife, $700 00
Credit.
By appropriation made Feb. 7, 1905, $700 00
62
ADAMS FUND.
The following named have received the benefit of the Adams
Fund in 1905, each one receiving $4.50 :



































Mrs. L. W. Foss,
Sarah A. Foss,




















Amount received on account of notes,
64
Credit.
Paid treasurer, $119,035 71
Cash iu city clerk's hands, Jan. 1, 1906, $22 50
Amount on account of highway on hand, $16 50
Sewerage, 2 00





Outstanding notes, $123,677 49
Sewer bonds, 71,500 00
$195,177 49
Credit.
Amount due on collector's list, 1905, $16,827 39
Boston & Maine R. R. stock, 800 00
Cash in city clerk's hands, 22 50
Cash in treasurer's hands exclusive of
money belonging to water depart-
ment, 5,759 26
$23,409 15
Indebtedness exclusive of water bonds, $171,768 34
Collector's List.
1905.









Dae Jan. 1, 1905, $19,002 03
Added list since Jan. 1, 1905, 44 00
Interest collected, 538 03
$19,584 06




EXPENDITURES OF WATER WORKS
Ending Dec. 31, 1905.
Plumbing Account.
Paid National Meter Co., meters, $268 30
Boston & Maine R. R., freight, 13 88
Pay rolls, labor, 265 08
The Sumner & Goodwin Co., pipe etc., 497 99
1 doz. S. & W., 5 25
Walworth Mfg. Co., pipe, 42 37
Rochester Foundry & Machine Works, valves, 3 00
The Ludlow Valve Co., valve wheel, 3 25
Chadwick-Boston Lead Co., pipe, 19 60
George E. Gilchrist Co., cement, 80
George G. Randall, lead connections, 19 65
Henry R. Worthington, meter, 8 60
$1,147 77
Construction Account.
Paid Pay Rolls for labor, $ 195 17
Boston & Maine R. R., freight, 79 63
Ludlow Valve Co., 2 hydrants, 52 50
Ludlow Valve Co., valves, 99 50
Lynchburg Foundry Co., pipe, 449 55




paid Watson & Hayes, files,
Mrs. Frank Parsons, rent of stable,
Hobbs & Warren Co., 1 book,
Loring, Short «&; Harmon, 1 invoice book.
Courier Publishing Co., 3,000 bill heads.
Berry & Shorey, 1 broom,
U. S. Post Office, stamps,
Morss & Whyte Co., 1 piece of filter,
Watson & Hayes, 1 drill,
L. P. Pickering, 1 wagon and cart,
Watson & Hayes, waste,
Joseph Hanson, oil,
National Meter Co., repairing meters,
F. S. Plummer, repairing cushion,
Bass & Co., directory,
Lothrops, Farnham & Co., rubber boots,
Cornelius Callahan Co., 1 hydrant gate,
The Record Co., printing notices,
O. B. Warren, postmaster, stamps.
Coffin Valve Co., repairing hydrant gate,
Walworth Mfg. Co., merchandise,
James B. Young, team 1 day,
Henry N. Sweet, merchandise,
O. B. AVarren, postmaster, envelopes,
Rochester Foundry & Machine Works, cast-
ings,
J. D. Hussey, mileage,
Thomas Hoey Supply &. Manufacturing Co.,
wrenches,
Joseph Hanson, labor,
-Feineman Bros., repairing rubber boots,
Rocliester Lumber Co., boards,
Courier Publishing Co., 1,500 water rate books,
Walworth Manufacturing Co., wood handles.
62
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Paid Town of Strafford, taxes,
Barringtou, taxes,
E. S. Smart, rubber bands and time books,
Coffin Valve Co., repairing hydrant gate,
Walter N. Morrison, labor,
Fenno W. Fifield & Co., jackets and noteheads,
Edson Mfg. Co., 2 diaphragms,
John W. Dame, filing saws,
I. Cashing, oil, etc.,
Highway Department, feeding horse one year,
Charles M. Bailey, merchandise,
Walworth Mfg. Co., 1 pipe cutter,
Charles W. Bradley, wood,
C. W. Lowe, use of teams,
Berry & Shorey, hardware,
The Sumner & Goodwin Co., merchandise,
S. A. Stokes, blacksmith work,
George W. Pearl, blacksmith work,
James B. Callahan, blacksmith work,
American Express Co., express.
Pay rolls for labor,
Watson & Hayes, merchandise,
Boston & Maine R. R., freight,
M. H. Plummer, merchandise,
J. 0. Smart, use of teams.
New England Telephone & Telegraph Co.,
Tobias Roberts & Son, blacksmith work,
Henry Evans & Co., merchandise,
L. P. Pickering, salary,
H. L. Worcester, salary,
1 17 76
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Receipts of Water Works.
1905 watei* rates collected,
Additional water rates, 1905,
1904 water rates collected.
Plumbing bills collected, 1905,
Previous plumbing bills collected,
Miscellaneous bills collected 1905,
Previous miscellaneous bills.
Rent of pasture at reservoir.
Sale of grass at reservoir,
Received from circus,
Interest on sewer bonds.





Amount invested in city notes lield by treasurer,
Jan. 1, 1906, $33,238 GO
Amount invested in sewer bonds held by treasurer,
Jan. 1, 1906, 2,600 00
Total amount invested, $35,838 60
Amount of water bonds outstanding Jan. 1, 1906, $180,000 00
This is to certify that I have examined the accounts of the
clerk of the water works for the year 1905 and believe the
foregoing statement to be a true and correct statement Jan. 1,
1906.
O. A. HOYT, Auditor.
72
Clerk of Water Board in Account with
F^ochester Water Works.
Debit.
Cash on baud Jan. 1, 1905,
1905 water rates collected,
Additional water rates, 1905,
1904 water rates collected,
Plumbing bills collected, 1905,
Previous plumbing bills.
Miscellaneous bills collected, 1905,
Previous miscellaneous bills.
Rent of pasture at reservoir.
Sale of grass at reservoir,
Received from circus.
Interest on sewer bonds,
Interest on city notes,
Credit.
By amount paid treasurer.
Balance on hand Dec. 31, 1905,
73
REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF
WATER WORKS
For the Year Ending December 3Ist, 1905.
To the Water Board and City Council of the City of Rochester :
Gentlemen : —I herewith submit my fourteenth annual
report.
Number new services put in during the year, 24
Old services relaid with new pipe, 34
Services to date, 1,347
Feet service pipe laid during the year, 2,617
Main pipe laid Church street, Gonic,
6 inch, 408
Main pipe Allen street, Gonic, 6
inch, 507
Main pipe laid Wallace street, 6 inch, 330
to date, 136,805
Gates put in during the year, 6 inch, 2
Repaired " 2
Hydrants put in " 8
Repaired " 7
to date, 173
Leaks in main pipe repaired, 3
Service " 7
Meters put in during the year, 9
In use to date, 74
74
The hydrants have all been painted one coat and are all in
good working condition.
The stand pipe has been cleaned and painted outside and in.
The water taken from Round Pond has been much better
since the installation of the new gate house. The water the
past season has been very free from odor or bad taste.
We have an abundance of water but the main pipe from the
reservoir to the city is getting inadequate to supply the con-
stantly increasing demands for water.
I would recommend that the committee take this matter into
consideration and make such recommendations to the cit}'
council as they think proper.
Respectfully submitted,
L. P. PICKERING, Superintendent.
75
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
OF SEWERS.
To the Mayor and City Council of the City of Rochester :
Gentlemen :—I herewith submit my report as Superintend-
ent of Sewers for the year ending Dec. 31st, 1905 :
Number sewer connections put in during the year, 29
" to date, 865
Feet main pipe to date, 86,858
I wish to again call your attention to the necessity of com-
pleting the East Rochester system. This can be done at a
small expense, and I would recommend that it be done the
coming season.
Respectfully submitted,
L. P. PICKERING, Superintendent.
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REPORT OF CHIEF ENGINEER OF FIRE
DEPARTMENT.
To the Mayor and Members of the City Council:
I hereby submit my annual report of the Fire Department,
year ending Dec. 31, 1905.
Whole number of fires, 21 ; one at East Rochester, one at
Gouic and 19 in the city. I ha%'e responded to six still alarms.
We have purchased two set quick hitch harnesses also two
ladders for East Rochester.
The amount of property involved in fires is as follows
:
Valuation of buildings, $13,775 ; insurance on same, S7,250;
loss paid, $5,825; value of contents, $2,100; insurance on
same, $1,500; paid, $1,050. Taking the large number of
fires beyond the reach of the hydrants I consider it small.
I would again recommend the purchase of a combination
hook and ladder truck, also four fire alarm boxes that are
greatlj' needed.
Thanking the Board of Engineers, also the officers and
members of the department for their ready and willing response
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Location of Fire Alarm Boxes,
No.
16 North Main street, corner Bridge street.
17 Main street, corner Congress street.
21 River street, corner Lafayette street.
23 Waldron avenue, corner Chestnut street.
25 North Main street, near Fairbanks & Rawsou's store.
27 North Main street, near S. H. Burnham's.
81 Wakefield street, near high schoolhouse.
33 Hanson street, near Wrisley house.
34 Summer street, near Mrs. Roberts' stone house.
35 Portland street, near Foss' store.
37 Silver street, near electric light station.
41 South Main street, near Wallaces' shop.
43 Upham street, near schoolhouse.
47 Car barn, foot of Charles street.
52 Charles street, corner May street.
54 Charles street, corner Woodman street.
78
Instructions to Citizens.
1. Upon the discovery of a fire, uotice should be imme-
diately communicated to the nearest alarm box, the keys to
which are in the hands of all regular police, and in boxes near
each alarm box.
2. Upon the discovery of a fire, or positive information of
a fire, break the glass in the key box, unlock the box, pull
down the hook once as far as it will go (without jerking), and
then let go. Shut the door, but do not try to remove the key,
as it is locked in a trap lock and can only be removed by a
release key, which is carried by each engineer, who will, as
soon as convenient, release and return it.
3. All persons giving fire alarms are requested to remain
by the box a moment, and if no clicking is heard in the box,
pull again ; and if you still hear no clicking go to the nearest
box, procure a key, and give an alarm from that.
4. Never pull an alarm for a fire seen at a distance.
Never touch a box except to give an alarm of fire.
Give an alarm for no cause other than actual fire.
Don't give an alarm for a chimney fire.
5. Owners and occupants of buildings are requested to
inform themselves of the location of alarm boxes near their
property. Be sure the alarm is promptly and properly given.
Signals.
Two strokes of the bell is the all-out signal.
Six strokes of the bell is for a brush fire, or a fire at a dis-
tance, where the fire department will be needed.
One stroke of the bell is the engineer's test.
The above signals are given only by the chief engineer.
79
REPORT OF TREE WARDEN.
To the Mayor and Council of the City of Rochester
:
Gentlemen :—I herewith submit my report for the year
ending December 31st, 1905 :
I have set four trees at Allen school, eight at Maple street
school, two at old Town hall, four at Common, eight at Ceme-
tery road, beside shrubs at Woodman square and Parson Main
monument, and kept brown tail moths exterminated to the
best of my ability. I would recommend an ordinance making
it compulsory upon citizens keeping their trees clear of them,





REPORT OF CITY MARSHAL
For Year Ending December 31, 1905.
Arrests.
Amouut of fines and costs collected by city maisbal, S679 97
Witness fees and expenses, S51 01
Paid treasurer, 628 96
$679 97
In addition to the cases enumerated, service for tbe year
has included the investigation of many matters that have not
been brought before the court, attending to many complaints,
and the devoting of much time in the effort to preserve order, to
protect and enforce law in the punishment of offenders.
I am pleased to say that every person under my command





REPORT OF CLERK OF POLICE
COURT.
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council of the City of
Rochester: ' •
I have the honor to submit the following report of the












Resisting an officer, 1
Improper use of fire arms, 1
Brawl and tumult, 4
Keeping for sale on Lord's day, 1
Disturbing peace, 1
Total, 269
Disposed of as Follows :
Settled, 49
Sentenced to house of correction, 59
Suspended, 73
83
Sentenced to jail, 7
Promised to paj', 51
Discharged, 13




Whole number of cases entered, 12
Received from superior court.






REPORT OF THE CITY SOLICITOR.
To the Mayor and City Council of the City of Rochester
:
Gentlemen :—If we go on the theory tliat no news is good
news, we certainly have all the good news possible so far as civil
actions, in favor of the city or against it, are concerned. There
is no case pending in any court, either for or against the city,
which is certainly for the financial advantage of the city. That
this state of affairs will continue indefinitely cannot be hoped for,
but by always being willing to do the fair thing, as the city
government has been in the past, they will be enabled to
minimize the number of cases which may arise.
In regard to the criminal matters which the solicitor has to
bring, these are always brought upon complaint made by the
Mayor, the city government or its committee, and by the mar-
shal. It is our duty to make out any and all such complaints made
by the proper authorities and to prosecute the same in the
police court and render any assistance that the County Solicitor
may ask us to do in regard to the Rochester cases, and here
the duties of the solicitor end, and we would say that at all
times we are ready to bring any and all proceedings that we
may be asked to do by the proper authorities.
There are, at the present time, too many people coming in
from out of town and violating our laws. I think that more
than half our arrests trom drunkenness are strangers in the
city. In order that we may not be made a dumping ground
for surrounding towns, stringent measures should be taken to
drive out all such old offenders.
The new law renders all people sent to the house of cor-
rection or jail for being intoxicated a charge upon the county.
Then we should make sure that other towns, by their stringent
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measures, are not sendiug them into our own town. There is
no reason why Rochester should not be and remain as clean as
any town in the state. People generally get what they want,
and it seems to me that there is a sentiment for upholding the
law which should be enforced. If we have any laws which the
public sentiment does not favor, the enforcement of the law
will cause its repeal. What we lack, if anything, is a whole-
some respect for the law and its enforcement.
SAMUEL D. FELKER,
City Solicitor.
Rochester, N. H., Jan. 2, 1906.
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REPORT OF OVERSEER OF POOR.
To the Mayor and City Coxtncil of the City oj Rochester
:
Following are the names of persons receiving aid and the
amount furnished each applicant for the year ending Dec. 31,
1905.
Dependent Soldier's Aid.













Mrs. E. A. Bras;don,












REPORT OF BOARD OF HEALTH.
To the Mayor and City Council of the City of Rochester :







Measles (and many cases not reported) 213




Whole number of deaths during the year, 158
Death rate per thousand, estimating population 9,000, 17|
Number of deaths from tuberculosis, 19
Percentage of deaths from tuberculosis, 12/^
Complaints of nuisances, 28
Nuisances abated, 18







REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE
CITY OF ROCHESTER
For the Year Ending Dec. 31, 1905.
Receipts.
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Salary, $ 4,596 83
Police, 4,137 75
Fire, 3,702 42
Notes and interest, 15,129 99
City bonds, 6,500 00







Balance Jan. 1, 1905, $525 03
Received income, 324 15
Paid applicants as per provision, $243 00




Balance Jan. 1, 1905, $1,184 56
Received license, 1,255 39
Paid dog depredations, $ 177 50
School department, 1,007 47




Old Cemetery Conservation Fund,
Perpetua.
Received income to be expended on cemetery at large, $75 58
" lots, 55 65
Carried to Emergency Fund, 18 43
Paid Rochester Cemetery association,
expended on cemetery at large, $75 58








At a meeting of the trustees of the Rochester Public
Library, Dec. 29th, 1905, it was voted that the report of the
secretary, librarian and treasurer be presented to the city




REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES.
To the Honorable Council of the City of Rochester
:
Gentlemen :—I have the honor to present the twelfth
annual report of the trustees of the Rochester public library,
also the librarian and treasurer's report, giving a brief account
of the work accomplished during the year.
In our last report the trustees and patrons of the library
were looking forward with pleasure to the time when we should
occupy our new library building, the gift to the city from the
Hon. Andrew Carneige. Without any public ceremony, on
Oct. 2, the doors were opened to the public. Hundreds of
people visited the building, and expressions of delight and
approval of the architecture and commodious arrangement
of the building were heard from all. A new registration book
was opened that day and 151 names registered, during the
week 409 names registered.
A brief description of the building is given as follows : The
main building on the ground floor is 43-8x55-4 ; the stack room
in rear, 21-4x34-8. The first floor contains two reading rooms,
17x28-6, one for the general public, the other for the children ;
a librarian's room and reference room, 11-6x17; delivery room,
16x38; stack room, 20x30. The second floor, art gallery,
16x32; lecture room, 17-4x41 ; historical room, 17-4x28-6;
trustees' room, 11-6x17-4. The basement, newspaper room,
17x28-6; unpacking room, 12x30; janitor's room, 12x17;
boiler room, 17x18 ; coal and wood room, 10x17; two toilet
rooms, 9x10 each ; stack room, 20x32.
The first floor is finished in oak, and furnished with oak
tables and comfortable chairs, stationery book cases are built
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against the walls for reference books. Each reading-room
has an open fire-place. The librarian's room is furnished with
desk, table, and reference book cases. Through windows from
this room the librarian commands a view of the entire first
floor. The stack room at the rear of the delivery desk is of
fire-proof construction, furnished with steel stacks accommo-
dating 15,000 volumes. An elevator connects the stack room
with the basement, where the new books are received and un-
packed. The basement is reached by stairs from the stack
room, also at the front entrance and in rear of the building.
The second floor and basement are finished in cypress. The
lecture room on the second floor is furnished with desk, and
chairs for 100 people. The trustees' room is furnished with a
large oak table, desk and chairs. The historical room is fur-
nished with one oak table, chairs and settees. The art gallery
or balcony is furnished with twelve electric lights, also chan-
deliers, making a beautiful place for the display of art.
The basement has a boiler room, with steam boiler sufficient
to heat the entire building ; a large room with open fire-place
that may be used for a newspaper room ; two toilet rooms
fitted with modern improvements ; in the rear a stack room
furnished with oak stacks from the old library room, to be used
for public documents and such books as are not in constant
demand, giving stack room for 10,000 volumes. The building
is lighted by electricity and piped for gas.
The building in all its apartments is convenient and well
planned for the work of the library, and it was erected and
completed within the gift of S20,000 given by the Hon. An-
drew Carnegie. The building committee, Mayor Charles W.
Bickford, Hon. Stephen C. Meader, representing the trustees
of the library, and the Hon. Albert Wallace and Orrin A.
Hoyt, representing the city council, are to be congratulated on
the completion of this magnificent building, which reflects
credit on them, on the architects, Randlett and Griffin of
Concord, New Hampshire, on Postmaster Osmon B. Warren,
who solicited the gift from the Hon. Andrew Carnegie. The
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gift of $20,000 requires the city to appropriate annually $2,000
for the support of the library.
Owing to the short time that the library has been in opera-
tion in the new building, the trustees cannot give a fair esti-
mate of the annual expenses incurred in operating the same,
but in view of the fact that a janitor, also heat and light and
other expenses to properly maintain the building was formerly
paid by the city, and is now drawn from the annual appropria-
tion, it is the opinion of the trustees that the sum of $2,000
will not be sufficient to successfully operate the library.
The salaries are as follows :
Librarian, $500 00
Assistant, 350 00
Helpers, estimated, 220 00
Janitor, 250 00
Librarian at Gonic, 50 00
Secretary, board of trustees, 25 00
Estimate of supplies for the year:
New books, 400 00
Periodicals, 100 00
Binding books, 100 00
Supplies and printing, 50 00
Insurance, 35 00
Incidental repairs, 25 00
Wood and coal, 200 00
Electric lights, 200 00
$2,505 00
The honorable council will see by the above figures that the
sum of $2,000 is not sufficient to meet the rumiiug expenses
of the library in the new building, and the trustees respectfully
request you to take into consideration the conditions in our
new library and make the appropriation not less than $2,500
per annum.
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On account of the removal from the old library to the new
building, the library was closed from September 9, to October
2. For this reason the circulation has not been as large as last
year.
The trustees have voted to use the interest each year from
the Jennie I. Farrington annex fund for the purchase of juve-
nile books, and to place on said books a suitable label, as this
fund can only be used for a definite purpose.
The trustees, realizing that some new furnishings would be
needed for the work of the library, have ordered a magazine
rack, card catalogue case, and other help. F'or this reason
only $185.50 have been used for new books during the year.
For this reason there is a balance of $878.63 held in the
treasury.
We hope with our new building and modern appliances for
library work, to give better satisfaction to the patrons of the
library, and with the new rules for the government of the
library it is the purpose of the trustees to have all treated with
courtesy.
The trustees appreciate the position of the librarian and her
assistants in their endeavor to satisfy the many wants of the
patrons of the library.
JOHN YOUNG, Secretary.
Rochester, N. H., Dec. 29th, 1905.
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To the Board of Trustees of the Rochester Public Library
:
Gentlemen :—Watchiog the growth of the library as you
have from the beginning, you will be interested to note its
gradual development from year to year, the number of books
added and the number circulated. How from the small begin-
ning of 3,240 volumes in 1894, it has grown until it now
numbers 10,004, and from 20,500 volumes issued during the
first year of forty-nine weeks and 18,758 the second year the
circulation has increased to 30,571 in the forty-eight weeks of
1905. The attendance in the reading-room which during the
first year was 2,074 has been 7,033 during the last.
The real life of the library, for the year, unconsciously dates
from October 2d, when the doors of the new building were
opened to the public and the time for which we had been
planning, working and economizing had really come.
Up to this time the regular work of the library went on in
the usual manner, much time being given to the sorting and
filing of pamphlets and public documents. In addition the
entire library was looked over and put into a suitable condition
for the new building. This means that thousands of books
were handled over, old labels steamed off, new ones put on and
marked, some books covered and 623 rebound and the entire
library finally fumigated.
The plans for moving were so carefully carried out that
hardly a book was misplaced. All who assisted during this
trying time of preparation and removal deserve our most
sincere thanks.
Entering as we did upon a new era in library history, a new
registration was most fitting, thereby getting rid of all superflu-
ous cards. From October 2nd to December 27th, 876 persons
registered, about two-thirds of the number holding both regu-
lar and non-fiction cards.
The number of books in the library at last report were 9,615,
since then 48 volumes] have ,been added by binding, 141 by
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gift, 83 purchased from the interest of the Jennie Farriugton
fund, 162 from the general fund and 45 discarded because
worn out, making the total gain for the year 389.
300 volumes havcbeen kept at the Gonic agency and 200 at
East Rochester the same as heretofore, exchanges of 75 from
the former and 50 from the latter being made each mouth.
At Gonic there has been an increase in circulation over last
year, of 178, 1,994 books having been issued. At East Roch-
ester tlie number circulated was 953, 85 less than last year.
The number of books issued for school use, 185, is quite
small as compared with previous years. Many of the teachers
have sent the pupils to the library for the desired material, and
the superintendent of schools has placed lists of books adapted
to the different grades in the schoolrooms and in the library.
These have proved very popuhir and the books are much
sought.
Several years ago, the wish was expressed that a kind fairy
might come to our assistance and give us more room for a
library. The wish has been more than realized and the result
has exceeded our utmost expectation. We have not only
room but conveniences and a setting for the library of which
the entire community may be proud.
But with new privileges come new duties and greater
responsibility. New demands will be made upon the library
and must be met, and new avenues of usefulness will be
opened.
One of the chief complaints of the year has been the scarcity
of new books. The public would be so much better satisfied
with a few books added each month than with hundreds at the
end of the year.
The cry for a supplement to the printed book list grows
stronger and it seems necessary for something to be done about
it this year.
The public realize that the library is the proper place to
seek information. A great amount of time is often consumed
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in the search; therefore, the reference library should receive a
large share of attention and valuable books be added as fast as
practicable.
The children's room also should be given an important place
in our plans for the coming year, so much might be done for
this department. A good beginning has been made in devot-
ing the interest of the Jennie Farrington fund for this purpose.
It is also hoped that some time and money can be devoted
to the historical department. Everything of local history and
interest available should be obtained and preserved.
Twelve years ago the question was often asked why so
elaborate a system for a small library, but those in charge were
laying a foundation for the future, with the result that not a
single change has had to be made in system, classification or
arrangement. The experiences of the years may have brought
greater wisdom and better judgment but the principles which
seemed so complex for so small an institution have become
very simple as we now enter into a larger sphere of usefulness.
I wish at this time to thank the trustees for their kindness
and courtesy, also to express my gratitude to the assistants
who have been so faithful in the hard work of the last few





Rochester, N. H., Dec. 29, 1905.
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Circulation for 1905.
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Jennie Farrington Annex Fnnd and interest to
January 1, 1906,
Balance from 1904,
City appropriation for 1905,
Librarian, from fines,
Jennie Farrington Annex Fund,
$1,135 62
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I have examined the receipts and expenditures of the finan-
cial reports of the librarian, Lillian E. Parsbley, and the
treasurer, John L. Copp. I find the same correctly cast and
properly vouched.
, JOHN YOUNG,
Secretary Board of Trustees.









Year Ending December 3 1 st,
1905.
At a meeting of the School Board of Rochester, the Super-
iuteudent of Schools read his report for the year ending Dec.
31, 1905. This report was accepted and adopted as the report
of the School Board to the City Council and to the public.
W. H. SLAYTON, Secretary.
Rochester, N. H.
SCHOOL BOARD, CITY OF ROCHESTER.
Organization for 1905.
Hon. Cbas. W. Bickforcl, President.
Wm. H. Slay ton, Secretary.
Wcurl One—John I. Raukiu, Charles E. Washburne.
Ward Two—Wilder B. Neal, Henry Elliott.
Ward Three—EW&s F. Smith, Fred F. Seavey.
Ward Four—Dr. Ernest Duval, Elihu L. Webster.
Ward Five—John Hanscam, Dr. E. M. Abbott.
Ward /SiiB—N. Thurston Kimball, Dr. John H. Neal.
Standing Committees.
Finance—Bickford, Hanscam, Smith.
Teachers arid Salaries—Hanscam, Neal, Bickford.
Mitsic and Drawing—Rankin, Webster, Elliott.
Schoolhouses and Grounds—Hanscam, Kimball, Bickford.
Supplies—Bickford, Neal, Elliott.
Text Books—Smith, Duval, Abbott.
Rules and Regulations—Neal, Washburne, Webster.
Trayisportation—Kimball, Seavey, Washburne.
Ungraded Schools—Neal, Smith, Duval.
Truancy—Rankin, Seavey, Abbott.
Superintendent of Schools—William H. Slayton. Office in
high school building. Office hours : 8-9 and 4-5 school days
except Wednesdays. Tel. 116-2.
SCHOOL BOARD, CITYOF ROCHESTER.
Organization for 1906.
Hod. Chas. W. Bickford, President.
William H. Slayton, Secretary.
Ward One—Charles E. Washburne, Charles E. Quimby.
Ward T^wo—Henry E. Elliott, Wilder B. Neal.
Ward Three—Fred F. Seavey, E. Roscoe Evans.
Ward Four—Elihu L. Webster, Dr. Ernest Duval.
Ward Five—Dr. Edson M. Abbott, Rudolph L. Kramer.
Ward Six—Dr. John H. Neal, Theodore Wilmot.
Superintendent of Schools, Wm. H. Slayton.
Standing Committees.
Accounts—Bickford, W. B. Neal, Seavey.
Teachers and Salaries—Dr. Neal, Kramer, Bickford.
Music and Drawing—Webster, Elliott, Quimby.
Schoolhouses and Grounds—Kramer, Wilmot, Bickford.
Supplies—W. B. Neal, Elliott, Abbott.
Te.'B^BooA;s—Abbott, Dr. Neal, W. B. Neal.
Rules and Regulations—Washburne, Webster, Evans.
Transportation—Seavey, Washburne, Wilmot.
Ungraded Schools—W. B. Neal, Evans, Duval.
Truancy—Seavey, Abbott, Quimby.
Superintendent of Schools—William H. Slayton. Office in
high school building. Office hours: 8-9 a. m. ; 4-5 p. m.,
school days except Wednesdays. Tel. 116-'2.
REPORT OF THE SUPEi^INTENDENT
OF SCHOOLS.
To the School Board of the City of Rochester
:
Gentlemen : I have Uie houor of submitting to you my
first annual report, in which I shall speak of the work we are
aiming to do, some of the results aocomplished and the means
at our command.
The educational standard of a community is not determined
wholly by the status of its schools. Municipal improvement is
one of the best indications of educational progress as well as
one of its greatest aids. It is a pleasure, therefore, in sum-
marizing the year's work to speak of the increased care and
improvement of the city, the erection of a new fire station and
the opening of a commodious public library which, properly
used, should become an incentive to culture and development.
These are a few of the tangible results which justify a
community for entertaining theories of progress and educa-
tional ideals.
The Work.
The results achieved in a year cannot be recorded in a sin-
gle statement, nor estimated short of a lifetime. I may show
you a corps of well trained teachers, a good attendance, a
satisfactory financial statement, yet none of these can tell if
the year has been a successful one. Character moulding is
the lofty aim of the teacher, yet I cannot bring before you
such an abstraction as character.
The schoolroom work is the criterion of success. If the
character of this work is a proof of the forming and developing
characters of our children, then 1 can say that the success of
the year has been in many ways marked. There are and will
be individuals who seem hopeless and incapable of progress.
These are the ones who ought to be given the best opportuni-
ties and special training, yet our condition will not allow it.
I hope the time may come when our schools will be so evenly
graded, and our breadth of work so great that children who are
not mentally adapted for the utore abstract study may be given
instruction in some form of manual or industrial training. The
lack of this now not only drives the deficient ones from the
helpful associations of the school to the baneful associations of
the shop as soon as they are of legal age, but also prevents
the teacher from doing her best work with the more apt
children.
Much of the unevenness of the work is explained in two
ways : First, our corps of teachers is constantly shifting
;
second, the plan of work followed is not uniform. These two
conditions we are endeavoring to remedy. The first may be
solved by raising the standard of the teaching profession in
this city. This will be brought about by better salaries that
shall insure a more permanent teaching force. The teacher
will then have a strong " professional sense " and the question
will be, not how soon can I find a better position, but how
much and how long can I contribute to the common good here.
The second condition may be remedied by a definite course oj
study, which shall be at once elastic enough to allow the
teacher to work unhampered, and at the same time to prescribe
definitely what is to be accomplished.
The State Course, prepared by the Educational Council and
printed in 1903, was in many ways unsatisfactory. Within
the year legislature has authorized State Supt. Morrison to
prepare a uniform course of study for use in the New Hamp-
shire schools. The result of Mr. Morrison's efforts in
conjunction with other state educators is an excellent course of
study which must be of inestimable value to teachers and one
of the means of unifying the state school work. Not knowing
if this course would be ready for the beginning of U\t^ year, I
prepared during the summer on outline of woik foi«ihe eight
grades. The object of this course was to unify the school
work, to serve as a guide for the teachers and to meet certain
local needs. In many points the two coincide. We are
endeavoring to reconcile the best parts of each, using the State
Course as a model and the special outline for its more direct
application to local conditions. When the teacher has a
general idea of the work to be accomplished, she next needs to
make clear, logical and systematic plans for its execution.
To this end
Plan Books have been introduced in which there is sufficient
space for writing out in more or less detail a scheme of the
work as regards (1) object, (2) method of development, (3)
result. Some arguments in defense of a formal plan book are
(1) definitizing the teacher's ideas, which comes from writing
out the details of procedure. (2) Making a history of the
school room work so that a new teacher or substitute may, by
glancing through the preceding pages, see what is next in
order. (3) Satisfying the superintendent that the teacher is
not working hap-hazard.
As to the results of one year's use of plan books I would
observe : (1) Some teachers who in the beginning found them a
trial now endorse their use. (2) Some who do not make their
plans definitely, while they may conduct an interesting and
voluble single recitation, fail to see the work as a whole.
(3) Schoolroom discipline is improved, for one condition of
discipline is well-planned work.
Work Accomplished Reports. Finally, in oider that a brief
summary of the work may be obtained, the teachers send to
the Superintendent's office monthly a "work accomplished
report " showing what ground has been coveied. At the end
of the term or year a comparison of Course of Study require-
ments, plan books and reports, together with what he has
gathered from actual work observed in the rooms enables
the superintendent to form a very definite idea of the work
accomplished.
I can perhaps best give you an idea of the intent of the
work we have tried to do this year by quoting from a preface
to the outline of studies which has been given the teachers of
the grades.
In General.
Beading. The ultimate object in teaching reading is to
inspire a love and appreciation of literature. The immediate
object is thought-acquisition and facility in the recognition of
word-forms. While the ideal is the ability to understand the
finished composition, one fundamental step is the purely
mechanical knowledge of sounds. The latter object—getting
the thought—will be hindered if the child must be thinking
constantly of the form and pronunciation. The mechanics of
reading is comparatively easy after a few fundamental forms
have been acquired. Hence, the early study of reading will
consist : First, of the oral work ; second, phonics.
Phonics should never be taken in connection with the reading
lesson.
Language. Correct expression, the chief aim of all lan-
guage work, depends upon environment, association and
example, rather than upon any formal teaching. We have,
however, to contend with inherited tendencies to wrong
expression, careless associations of the street and other harm-
ful influences which may wholly pervert the speech of a child
who has naturally a right way of expressing himself. AYith
this handicap we must supplement the oral instruction of the
lower grades by a certain amount of formal work in the upper
grades. The order of the teaching should be—first, oral com-
position ; second, written composition. The latter cannot be
l)ursued to any but a limited extent in the primary grades.
The former should hold a first place in all grades.
The two great inspirations to an estimation of and regard for
correct expression are the careful teacher and reading of choice
literature. Inasmuch as tbe direct iufliieuce of the teacher is
only for a few hours eacli day, every means should be used to
encourage the children to practice good expression at all times
and to read good literature.
History. As comparatively few facts can be mastered by
the child in the grades, the main object of this study will be to
create an interest in the reading and study of history and
related subjects so that in later life he may read widely and
appreciatively. To this end, the summary, learning dates,
etc., should be almost wholly replaced by the vivid descrip-
tions of scenes and the clear narration of action. As the child
has no power of discrimination, care must be taken to lead him
to choose the best stories, and the aim must be to make good
impressions permanent. Give attention to tlie construc-
tive rather than to the destructive events. In all the grades
history is an excellent basis for formal teaching. On its
biographical side history should not concern itself exclusively
with the study of statesmen, patriots and soldiers but should
include constructive workers like the inventor, organizer and
man of affairs. As literature is a record of the best thoughts,
so history should be considered a record of the best works of
men and women.
Pliysiology. Object : First, to teach the proper care of the
body ; second, to create respect for and admiration of its won-
derful mechanisms; third, to give a good working knowledge
of the functions of the different parts. Throughout, this
study should be objective and by means of experiment. In
the lower grades it may be made the basis of composition
work, in the upper grades each pupil should have a note book
in which to record talks by the teacher, experiments and the
results of personal obseryation.
Geography. The study of geography ought to give: First,
correct ideas of position, distance and direction ; second,
right habits of observation. By using pictures, specimens and
supplementary reading it may well become one of our broadest
culture courses. It should arouse interest in mankind, his
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enviroument and employment, thus giving the child a broad
sympathy. Let the children correspond and exchange speci-
mens with children in other parts of the country. This is
practical. Secure specimens of local soils, woods, products,
etc.
Arithmetic. Number work and reading are surprisingly
similar. Letters and figures, words and numbers, sentences
and quantities represent the analogy of symbols: while mental
picture of quantity and object and analysis of ideas represented
by numbers and words show the analogy of ideas. Correct
spelling is analogous to correct number writing. Facility in
each can be gained by familiarity with the symbols as symbols,
hence the need of learning the alphabet and ihe units of quan-
tity. Getting the right solution of a problem is like getiing
the right idea from a paragraph and each is the result of
analysis. The object of arithmetic in the primary grades is •-
1. To teach the child to visualize quantity and space
measurement so that a dozen apples or twelve inches
means more to him than the mere symbol 12.
2. Knowledge of certain number facts.
3. Facility in measuring.
4. Manual dexterity.
5. Free and accurate verbal expression.
The method in these grades will be : Teaching with objects,
constant review and revision of facts, manual work as cutting
and folding paper, placing sticks, blocks, etc., measuring with
the inch square, foot rule, yard-stick, quart, peck, gallon, etc.
In the upper grades the object is to secure right and inde-
pendent thinking and exact results. To succeed in this we
must have
:
1. Mastery of certain facts— as tables, definitions,
processes, etc.
2. Frequent explanation in class and
3. Constant supervision of individual work by the teacher.
Memory Gems. Although generally correlated with reading
literature, the study of memory gems deserves a place in the
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school cuniciilnm as distinct as that of inusic or drawing.
Like these its ultimate object is aesthetic development. The
advantages are :
1. Association with the best minds.
2. Influence on style in writing and speaking.
3. Acquirement of vocabulary.
4. Mental training.
5. Moral effect—being influenced by these ever present
sub-conscious thoughts.
Suggestions. Systematic memorizing, constant review, learn-
ing not only verses but whole poems and prose selections,
dramatization. Allow and require children to learn according
to their ability and temperament. Some do not have literary
minds, still they should not be wholly exempt.
Spelling. The good speller is the one who judges by the
"looks" of a word that it is right. Spelling, therefore,
depends upon the visual image, and its ultimate object is to get
correct visual images. This is done by the co-operation of
the senses : The voice in articulating, and the ear in distin-
guishing the syllables ; the muscles in forming the letters.
Words should be studied for: Form, meaning and use-
Acquirement of form is necessarily mechanical, the thought
element is found in the proper use of the word in a sentence.
Writing. The conditions of good writing are : Proper
conception of form, i. e. visual imaging ; command of muscles
;
practice. After these have been, in some measure, acquired,
the writing practice must have constant supervision. (1)
Conception of form is acquired by the pupil through the eye
and muscles—by seeing the letter on the board, seeing the
movement of the teacher's arm and making the letter himself.
(2) Command of the muscles. In brief, do not attempt a
writing lesson until every child is sitting properly and holding
the pen properly. Introduce every exercise by practice in
simple forms and letters. Consider these more important than
the copy book work. (3) Practice should be daily, sys-
tematic, and carefully supervised.
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School Attendance is always a sign of school conditions.
A high attendance generally signifies an efficient teacher who
secures the interest of the cliildreu and sympathy of the
parents; it shows that team service is prompt, schoolhouses
comfortable, health conditions good; it may stand for a mini-
mum of deficient pupils; in a word, a high average of attend-
ance signifies favorable local conditions and a comp'ete utiliza-
tion of ail the factors of a school system. For the year ending
July loth, 1905, tlie percentage of attendance was 90.81, this,
too, in spite of the epidemic of measles which reduced some
of the schools to one-half" of their usual numl)er. From Jan-
uary to December, 1905, the percentage of attendance iias
been 91.7 and during tlie last four months when every effort
has been made to increase the attendance, the per cent, has
been 92.9. The fact that we have not sufficient room accom-
modations is no reason why we should be lax in securing
punctuality, and regularity in attendauce. This effort must
result in better habits of the pupil and increased efficiency of
the school.
Traavcy cases are altogether too numerous. Sickness is a
legitimate excuse but several cases have been reported by the
truant officer of parents who were indifferent regarding the
attendance of their children. Such an attitude on the part of
the parent is bad for the child and the school as well.
Work Certificates. Fifty- five work certificates have been
issued during the year. This means that j'oung people over
fourteen years of age have finished their school training and
become wage-earners. Many of these begin work from
necessity, some because of mental inability. It is, however,
unfortunate that some parents will allow bright and capable
children to give up the advantages of the school with its good
influences and substitute therefor the assocititions of the shop
which are too often demoralizing. The fault is partly of the
school, partly of the parents.
Home Lifluevxe Counts. Parents can give great assistance
by taking pains to see that their children are sent to school
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well-washed, well-fed aud ou time. Tbe untidy, ill-fed or tardy
boy is bound to be the deficient pupil aud later ou the shiftless,
incompetent man. It is ranch more profitable for the parent
to teach three children to wash their own faces and hands,
clean their nails and brush their hair than for a teacher to give
morning talks to thirty children on tiie same subjects. The
disagreeable odor in many rooms is due to a deadly poison
which is nothing more or less than the decayed animal matter
clinging to dirty clothes, and which the best ventilating system
is powerless to relieve. The teachers have been encouraged to
visit the homes and meet the parents, specimen papers and
report cards show the quality of work being accomplished,
occasional visits by the parents help every one concerned. It
is, however, to be regretted that between the liome and the
school there should be the least barrier of misunderstanding or
indifference. The former unexplained grows fast into prejudice
aud the latter checks genuine school spirit. Is it unreasonable
to. ask the parents to visit the school every term at least?
Church attendance is not more important. The number of
visits by parents last year was 1,529, when it is reported by
Jacob Riis in "How the Other Half Lives," that eighty per
cent, of the criminal cases in New York are due to lack or dis-
continuance of home influence. We are safe in saying that
among the influences that educate, the good home will always
hold the supreme place.
The New Public Library opened this fall is helping us to
achieve our highest aim in teaching reading; viz., the love and
appreciation of literature. The children respect the privileges
accorded them in the "Children's room" where books and
pictures have been set aside for their particular use. In order
that children of all ages may choose widely books for home read-
ing, a list of books suited to the different grades has been pre-
pared. One of these lists is kept at the library while a duplicate
hangs in each school room. The list contains not only history,
travel and biography but also good wholesome stories for boys
and girls. I believe that these are as much an inspiration to
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right living as the biographies of great men. They are at
least more within the common experience of the child.
Home Work. At a meeting of the grammar grade teachers
held in October the question of home work was discussed.
Some of the teachers had already given the children work to
carry home and with varying results. It was thought that in
grades seven and eight the children ought to spend two hours
and a half during the week on home work. This was to be
especially during the winter when the weather would allow of
less out-door recreation. Illustrating language and geography
papers, composition and drawing and, in general, work which
required no supervision and little hard application were recom-
mended as most suited to the purpose. In grades five and six
the work was to be almost wholly optional. The ultimate
object was to give the children the idea that the home is a place
for study and self-improvement as well as the school. The
result of a few mouths trial shows that, while in some cases
the work has been taken too seriously, there are many benefits
and few disadvantages.
Music.
To those who had the good fortune to hear the concert given
by the high school last spring there can be no question as to
the excellence of the musical training in the Rochester schools.
With the exception of a few pupils from the upper grammar
grades, the talent for both chorus and orchestra came from the
high school and was trained and directed by Mr. French. The
work in the lower grades is equally satisfactory and in its
present method of supervision and teaching fills an important
place in the education of our children.
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Report of Supervisor of Music.
To the Superintendent of Schools :
Dear Sir :—On the whole, the music in our schools has pro-
gressed satisfactorily during the year just ending. In the first
and second grades there is a perceptible improvement in vocal
quality, and at the end of the second year the scholars are
more proficient in reading notes from exercises written on the
black-board than formerly.
The new books introduced into grades three to five are pro-
ducing far better results than we had previously been able to
secure. It is in the higher grades that the improvements in
vocal quality are slowest, but looking backward two years a
marked improvement is perceptible here also.
The high school closed its year's work with a concert which
reflected credit upon all the scholars who took part. There
were solos, duets, and quartets, in which the young performers
"did themselves proud" and the chorus numbers included the
cantata "The Village Blacksmith," by Noyes; "Send Out Thy
Light," Gounod, and other selections of less note.
It would be unjust to close this part of our report without
reference to the High School orchestra and the valuable aid
rendered it and our high school by Mr. T. J. Manning. The
numbers rendered by the orchestra under the direction of Mr.
Manning constituted a most interesting feature of the concert.
In closing this report, I wish to make my acknowledgments
to the grade teachers who have worked so faithfully, to the
scholars for their unfailing courtesy, to the Superintendent for
his sympathetic co-operation, and to the many parents who





Last spring Miss Buniier agaiu took up the woi-li of drawing
supervisor. Hardly a subject is taught in school which cannot
in some way be correlated with drawing and thus made more
interesting. Miss Banker's supervision has been competent
and practical.
To the Superintendent of Schools:
Dear Sir:—In submitting the following report, I am glad
to say that drawing is finding favor, not only with teachers and
pupils but with the parents and friends of the children. Many
express their approval that this opportunity is given although
with too little time in the case of some of the rooms. It is
indeed a delightful study and correlates so well with other
subjects, that its educational value is well known, especially in
the larger towns. The teachers are glad of a graded series of
topics and are striving to be helpful that good results may fol-
low. Our aim is to encourage a recognition and love for the
laws of beauty and the abilty to express them—no matter how
simple the problem—with truthfulness and neatness. Children
are taught first to observe, then to do. Included in the course
for the year are exercises adapted to the seasons and individ-
ual needs of the school. Nature drawings are taken up during
the spring and fall. The time between we draw from objects
and take up illustration and original composition, decorative
designs, simple drawings, principles of color, and various
forms of manual training. The latter is at present limited to
cardboard construction and raffia work.
President Eliot of Harvard University said in an address at
Buffalo: "After reading, spelling, writing and ciphering with
small numbers and in simple operations, drawing should be the
most important common school subject. All children should
acquire by the use of the pencil and brush power of observa-
tion and neatness in copying and should learn through their
own work what the elements of beauty are." It is to be
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regretted tbat conditions at the present time are such that the
high school cannot have the benefit of art instruction. There
should be a course io mechanical drawing and a free hand
advanced course elective by all classes or at least the first two
years. President Eliot again declares: "It is monstrous that
the school which prepares for college should give four or five
hours a week for two years to Greek and no time at all to draw-
ing. The main object in every school should be, not to provide
children with means of earning a livelihood, but to show tiiem
bow to live a happy and worthy life inspired by ideals which
exalt and dignify both labor and leisure. To see beauty and
live it is to possess large securities for such a life."
As the school year advances we hope to show marked
progress in all grades. And we also hope the parents will




It is a credii to the old as well as to the new administration,
that the high school students have so readily adapted them
selves to their new conditions of work. Tlie fact that the
school has been on the approved list for five years is a good
indication of Mr. Getchell's al)iiity as principal, while the
election of Miss Shelton and Miss Loop to Brockton high
school bears witness to their merit.
Mr. Robertson's experience in high school work, his
intelligent sympathy for boys and girls, and his broad knowl-
edge of educational matters in general make him well adapted
to hold a position of such trust and responsibility. Miss
Regestein, who succeeds Miss Shelton as instructor in
mathematics, and Miss Atwood, who succeeds Miss Loop, are
graduates of Holyoke and need only the experience of their
predecessors to prove an equal if not surpassing merit. Miss
Haines concluded a three years' efficient service in November,
being succeeded by Miss Elizabeth A. Home, a graduate of
Boston University, assistant for one year in Amherst (N. H.)
high school and last year elected to the principalship of that
school.
The number of pupils who graduated from the grammar
schools last year was .57; of these 43 entered the high school.
Graduated from Rochester Gonic East Rochester
grade VHP, 38 9 10
Entered high school, 30 9 4
It will be seen that East Rochester sends the smallest number
to the high school in proportion to those fitted. Unquestion-
ably it is a hardship for some of these children to come so far
to school. I believe some means ought to be provided for
their transportation. The high school has at present 157
pupils. Divided by classes they number as follows : First
year, 45; second, 48; third, 31 ; fourth, 83.
The commercial course introduced last year bids fair to
satisfy the demand for practical business training. It was
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thought advisable to substitute the Pernin System of Phono-
graphy for the Pitmaa Shorthand and the William's and
Roger's Illustrative Book-keeping for the text used last year.
The following are the subjects and the number of pupils taking
each : Advanced book-keeping 20, Introductory book-keeping
28, advanced shorthand 13, beginning shorthand 14, type-
writing 28. Two Oliver typewriters have -been added this
year but still ttie number is not sufHcient to give all the pupils
the required practice.
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Report of the Principal of High School.
To the Sn'perintendent of Schools:
It is hardly possible for one who has had but three months
of service as head of the high school, to make an extended
report, l)ut at your request, I sul)mit a few facts for consid-
eration.
Changes. It does not become one who takes up the work in
a new place to make many radical changes. I have therefore
endeavored, as far as possible, to allow the school to continue
its established customs with as few changes as were consistent
with carrying out my own policies as the head of the school.
Whatever changes have been made have received the approval
of the school faculty and, so far as we can judge, are proving
beneficial to all concerned.
Teachers' Resjionsibilities. Believing that no school can be
thoroughly successful without the hearty co-operation of the
teaching force, I have maintained weekly teachers' meetings in
which the freest discussion, and the best of harmony have
prevailed, with the result that teachers as well as the principal
feel a personal interest in the plans and policies of the school.
Teachers. It is worthy of note that although the school
year opened with a new principal and two new assistants, the
work of the year was begun promptly, without the loss of an
hour for "getting ready." A daily working program was com-
pleted, lessons assigned, and everything made ready for
work on the opening morning. Each teacher seems to be the
right person in the right place, and the harmony with which all
are working for the common good, is cause for congratulation.
The loss of Miss Haines so early in the year was much
regretted, but there seems no reason why her successor shall
not prove able and efficient.
The School as Home. Second only to the home, the school-
house and its associations should be the dearest interest in the
high school student's life. To this end, the schoolrooms
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should be homelike, the school interests of students and
teachers should be mutual, the opportunity for the develop-
ment of the "all around faculties" should be ample; and the
social side of school life should be given the freest possible
play consistent with right action. Believing thoroughly in this
phase of school life, we are endeavoring to encourage every-
thing which will increase the students devotion to his school.
Athletics of all kinds, a debating club, musical organizations,
and the school socials are receiving our careful attention and
seem to be already helping to develop that school pride, and
school honor which are so much desired, and that so called
"esprit de corps" which makes every member feel a personal
responsibility for the success of the whole.
Disci])line. The change in what is so loosely called the
"discipline" of the school, is probably the most noticeable one
that has been undertaken. Every principal must manage his
school according to his own personality and his own theories of
school management. I believe there is a higher appeal than
hafsh words and physical punishment; that there is in every
person of high school age a sense of justice which can be
made to respond when rightly approached ; that young people
should not be considered inherently bad and incapable of self-
management ; that they must learn the principle of self-con-
trol ; and realize that their success lies in their own keeping,
A school without this sense of honor and responsibility is
lacking in the first principle of discipline ; ceases to be a real
educator ; becomes a reformatory ; and fails in the prime object
for which the public school exists ; viz : the formation of goods
characters and the development of genuine manhood and
womanhood.
On this principle, backed with the effort to deal with each
student on the grounds of his personal characteristics and
environments the present administration bases its chances for
success or failure in school discipline ; and asks for the hearty
co-operation of students, parents, and school officials. With
such co-operation failure is impossible.
Course of Study. The course of study adopted by the
Board of Education I find au excellent one iu its intent and
possibilities, giving splendid opportunity for the student who
is really intent on accomplishing a purpose. Its only danger
lies in its wide latitude for eleciives in the third year, after its
first two years of compulsory and most difficult requirements.
It would seem to me, after years of study on "Courses" and
after noting the demoralizing effects of this year's electives,
that better results ivould be gained by giving the students their
choice of three definite courses, all that the school can at
present successfully manage, which shall lead to college,
technical school, or business calling, so that when the pupil is
through his work, he will have accomplished a definite end, and
not lie iu the pitiable condition of one whose course has left
him prepared for nothing.
Business Course. The second year of this course is now
well under way and one can judge of its worth. A large
number of the two upper classes are taking the course and
doing good work. I find those in the senior class already able
to take letters in shorthand from dictation and write them out
on typewriters in a very satisfactory manner. It is our pur-
pose to make the course equal in amount of work required to
that of the other courses. A better equipped room would im-
prove its opportunities for successful work, and the course
woultl be greatly strengthened by adding civics and elementary
economics to the work required.
Music. I am watching with interest the workings of the
compulsory music period, and while there can be no doubt as
to the value of music to those who have musical talents, I am
led to question the value of the subject as a compulsory part
of the high school work. Were it made optional in the high
school, I am inclined to believe that it would be more bene-
ficial.
In General. I find the school equipment good, with ample
room at present for carrying on the required work. The spirit
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of the pupils as a whole is good, aud their devotion to the
school increasing with the days. There has seemed a lack of
sympathy and co-operation on the part of the homes, which I
hope to see bettered. A step in this direction was taken by
inviting the parents of the high school students to a conference
for our mutual good. A goodly number responded to the
invitation, and received very kindly my informal presentation
of the aims and policies of the school. I trust the results will
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Graduating Exercises Rochester High School, Wednesday
Evening, June 14, 1905, Methodist Church. *
Class Motto : Esperez Toujours.
PROGRAM.




Rev. L. R. Danforth.
"Fi-Fi," a Novelette, Florence McPhersoyi
Orchestra.
Address,
Prof. Charles Darwin Adams.
Intermezzo, "Garden of Roses," W. A. Pratt
Orchestra.
Presentation of Diplomas,
Supt. William H. Slayton.
Class Ode,
Words by Florence Mary Burnham,
Music by Helen Mar Hussey.
Benediction,
Rev. Henry A. Blake.
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CLASS ODE.
Words by Florence Mary Burnham.
Music by Helen Mar Hussey.
To-uight at the first of life's cross-roads,
We bid our old comrades good-bye
;
The days of glad school life ai-e over,
But the future gleams bright to the eye.
The maze of the world lies before us,
Where each his own pathway must tread.
And solve this eterual enigma,
As it lies, God's great trial ahead.
i
The path of a few will be golden.
It will lead o'er a fair primrose way
:
Their lives will be happy and tranquil,
As the birds in some deep sheltered bay.
For others the maze is a problem.
Only solved with the battles of years.
For them, all the strife and contention.
The sorrow and hai'd dreary tears.
But the mem'i-y of fair days now ended,
Will float down the vista of years.
Like the sweet scent of flowers in May-time,
A balm foi- our troubles and fears.
And wherever our footsteps may lead us,
Afar from this parting of ways.
We'll remember for ever and ever.






























I am speaking to 3'ou now of what I consider, without
question, the all important factor in a school system. The
teacher stands midway between the child and the unknown. It
is the high duty of the teacher to show the child how to reach
out into the unknown, grasp the truths there contained and
make them a part of his own experience. Thus the teacher is
an interpreter of life. Her worth and success I estimate upon
four qualifications :—Character, natural ability, training and
experience.
Our teachers in general are well qualified for the work and
are working devotedly. Some are doing the best they can
under conditions which are governed partly by lack of full
preparation for the work and partly by the conditions under
which they labor. Some are doing noble work in spite of un-
favorable conditions. I believe in the experienced teacher and
our school system will never be stable, our children will never
get the right training until they are under the influence of
teachers who have added to general fitness and training that
experience which makes them confident, firm and deeply
sympathetic because of long study of child nature.
The action of the Board in adopting a graded schedule of
salaries based upon the qualifications of the teacher has already
resulted not only in the continued service of several of our
best teachers but in enabling us to secure some of the best
candidates for positions. This graded salary schedule affected
over 75 per cent of the grade teachers and their gratitude to
the board is shown by the quality of their work this year. I
believe that the best measure of recompense is the result
attained. Taking into consideration the conditions under
which the teachers work I shall recommend their recompense
on the basis of qualification and results.
The schedule appended is by no means satisfactory. The
increment of increase is not large enough, the maximum is not
large enough; but when we consider that since 1000 the
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average increase per teacher has been only $2.00 per year., and
that this schedule increases the salaries of 75 per cent of the
teachers by amounts varying from $10.00 to 830.00 per year we
cannot help feeling hopeful. In a way we are ahead of the
times, for the 8tate Association has but lately taken up a
movement inaugurated by the Educational Council to investi-
gate the salaries of teachers. If legislative action requires that
teachers be better paid, Rochester, if not unaffected by the
law, will at least have so far anticipated it that compliance will
be easy. From a report rendered last April I quote the
following
:
To the Board of Education :—
Gentlemen :—I would respectfully ask you to consider the
following points regarding the matter of salaries discussed on
the evening of the last regular meeting
:
Number of teachers employed.
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This shows thai the teaching force of five years ago has,
with two exceptions, completely changed.
I cannot emphasize too strongly the need of a permanent
force of trained teachers.
It is impossible to unify the system when new teachers must
be constantly sought and acquainted with the system.
Continuity of work is a condition of permanence and
progress.









These cities are our competitors and these salaries show our
inability to compete with them.
Salaries in former years :
Year. Salary, Appropriation.








We see from these figures that there is a decreasing ratio
between the salaries of teachers and the appropi'iation. While
in 1897 the ratio was 7-9, in 1903 it was 2-3, or a proportionate
decrease of about 1-9, or 11 per cent.
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The standard ratio is 4-5 which shows us to be about 10
per cent below standard. The question of salaries has the
relative and absolute phase. I have tried to show by these
figures that in both phases our present salaries are inadequate
both for the just remuneration of teachers and for fair com-
petition with other cities.
For the remedy of this condition I vvould again suggest the
following schedule of graded salaries, ask your consideration







Fifth year 450 the maximum.
Adoption of this schedule has raised the average salary of
the grade teacher from S372.00 to S386.00 per year, thus rais-
ing us from seventh to fifth place among the cities quoted,
making our schools a more desirable choice for teachers and
giving them an expectation of recompense in a measure pro-
portioned to their training and effort. When a city shows an
inclination to elevate teaching as a profession by securing
higher salaries and permanent tenure of otfice, the teachers on
their part will feel more in duty bound to serve the time for
which they are elected.
School Houses and Grounds.
In 1900 a school population of 1,045 children was housed in
fifteen buildings ; this year 1,121 children are accommodated
in seven buildings. By vote of the board in September the
Rogers school was discontinued and transportation furnished
the children of that nejohborhood. Thus the Meaderboro
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school is the only survivor of the eight schools of the old dis-
trict system. The centralization of schools has long been a
subject of discussion but the rapid pi'ogress made by the
children who have come to the one grade schools is sufficient
proof of the wisdom of the plan. It is safe to say that in an
ungraded school a child gets about one-quarter of the attention
of the teacher that he does in the one-grade school. The
teacher of the ungraded school "hears classes," the teacher of
the graded school instructs.
The great disadvantage of centralization is the long distance
some children have to travel in the barges, but this is being
remedied as far as possible by makiug the conveyances com-
fortable and not overloading them.
Of the seven buildings now in use, two are satisfactory as
regards accommodations and care. Two are all right when not
crowded by an overflow which belongs elsewhere. Two are
scarcely tenable because of limited space and unhygienic
conditions positively dangerous; while one is a good type of
the district school house. The East Rochester building has
been very much improved by a coat of white paint and other
minor repairs both outside and inside. This house is spacious,
well-venlilated and well cared for. The Gonic school, now in
its eighth year, begins to show signs of wear but with a few
interior repairs will finely accommodate the children in that
section for several years to come. It is to be hoped that a
building so favorably located, and so susceptible of adornment
may very soon have at least a well grassed lawn and a few
trees which shall be in keeping with its general excellence
otherwise.
The high school building this year, which has on the lower
floor the sixth, seventh and eighth grades, is over crowded.
Last spring one of the four lower rooms was given up by the
high school to accommodate a sub-division of the seventh and
eighth grades, which had to be made because of the unequal
grading in those two years. This fall the high school has had
to occupy this room again and thus the pupils in sub seventh
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and eighth grades have been forced into the regular grade
rooms, so that one has 49 pupils and the other 51 in a seating
accommodation which allows for only 98 children. It is no
wonder that perplexed high school principals at state conven-
tions discuss such questions as "What can we reasonably
expect of the grammar schools," and that one principal has
answered it by saying, "Expect nothing." Thirty-five evenly
graded children in a room are enough for one teacher, but
when this number is increased to 50, o'je-third of whom rank
far below the average, is it any wonder that parents complain
that their children do not recite every day or receive any
individual help from the teacher? In another connection I
shall suggest a remedy for this congestion.
Two maple trees have been set out on the grounds during
the past summer and the well kept lawn is such as we would
wish to see in front of all our buildings. The lunch rooms are
most uninviting. Children sit hunched on wooden settees in
the ill-ventilated basements and bolt cold dinners five months
in the year. Cold weather, cold dinners, impure air, bad
positions—physical and mental impairment.
The book room has been supplied with a large book case so
that all text books may be kept in good condition and properly
accounted for. The recitation rooms and library have been
made more attractive by the addition of several plaster casts,
the result of Rochester's winning fourth place in the Herald
contest last spring.
The blackboards at the Old High school have been put in
first-class condition and not only make the rooms look better
but increase the efficiency of the school work. This building
has one room that should be put in proper condition or else
vacated. The lighting is so poor that on a gray day it is
positively dangerous for children to look at the printed page.
The Maple Street building, as far as room accommodations
are concerned, is far more tenable this year than last. Re-
counting its condition would be needless repetition of facts
already known. Last summer your committee on school houses
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and grounds ascertained from a contractor that the remodelling
of this building would cost at least SO, 000. 00. As a new
building could be erected for less than double that money, the
plan of remodelling did not seem feasible, hence nothing was
done. The chairs and desks from the upper room were taken to
fit up the new room at the old high building, their place being
taken by those in the second grade room. It was cheaper and
more satisfactory to fit up the primary room with kindergarten
tables and chairs.
The School Sti'eet building has never been freed from the
ban of the Board of Health which was put upon it in April
1899.. Last summer the roof was shingled and the walls kal-
somined.
At Meaderboro the heating is hardly sufficient during the
coldest weather as the stove is placed at the extreme end of
the room. This might be remedied by putting another smaller
stove at the back ot the room and surrounding it by a jacket
so that the heat would be more evenly radiated.
A new building on the School Street lot will solve the
problem of school accommodations in the main part of the
city. The High School building must be relieved. Two
seventh grades will be imperative next year. To accommodate
them the present sixth grade must be removed to the Old High
which, in turn, will necessitate the removal from there of one
of the upper grades. This latter building has now first,
second, two third, two fourth, fifth and sixth grades. With
more room in the School Street neighborhood this building
would easily accommodate all grades up to the seventh. I
believe nothing less than a four-room building is feasible for
this part of the town.
The Physical Side.
The physical side of education is in some ways the most im-
portant because it conditions all good work. This question
includes not only the development of the body as its title at
first suggests, but also a host of minor matters which have to
34
do with putting that body iusurroundiugs favorable to the pro-
duction of the best results. In order to have a child think
well, he must be well-fed, clean, in a comfortable chair, with a
desk properly adjusted, in a room well-lighted, where no shades
are flapping, windows rattling or other influences tending to
distract his attention. A child who is ill simply cannot work.
Now as regards
(1) The development of the body. We are aiming as far
as time allows to introduce enough systematic physical exercise
so that the children may find relaxation from their work, culti-
vate poise and learn proper methods of breathing. No definite
exercises are used throughout the school but the general idea
is (a) to open the windows, (b) breathe in the pure air, (c)
exercise vigorously enough to offset the lowered temperature
of the room. I have seen the work of a whole hour made
bright and attractive by such simple recreation. When the
teachers understand more fully the need of the children in this
direction I am sure we shall find straighter shoulders, broader
chests, more vigorous muscles and consequently clearer minds.
(2) The physical aspect has to do with putting the strong
body in an environment where it may work to the best advan-
tage. Some of the necessary conditions here are (a) the
utilitarian, spacious school-grounds, clean, well-lighted, well-
warmed rooms, properly adjusted desks and chairs, black black-
boards, whole books and plenty of them, good writing mater-
ials, (b) The ornamental. Our school houses and rooms
ought to be not one whit less attractive than the well appointed,
tastefully decorated home. Like such a home their decorations
should be well chosen. My best argument for school-room
adornment is the poor, ill-fed, uncared for boy, who comes an
hour before school begins not only to escape from his squalid
surroundings but to enter the kindly influence of a pleasant
room and hear the jolly "Good-morning" of a sympathetic
teacher. At tlie present time the question of school decora-
tion seems to depend wholly upon Nature's gifts, children's
contributions, colored chalk and ingenious teachers.
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School Equipment.
The teacher ought never to be hampered by lack of material





permanent supplies, books, charts and other objective
equipment. It is no economy to furnish the cheapest supplies.
Much of the poor work is due to coarse grained paper, flinty
pencils and poor stock generally. My aim in this line has been
to furnish the teachers with necessary materials of as good
quality as we could afford. From them I have expected and
in most cases found care and economy iu use of the supplies.
The expenses under this head have been largely increased by
the purchase of new books. For example the arithmetics in
use were purchased in 1899 and 1900. If they have not fought
the good fight they have finished their course. Many of the
geographies and histories were in a condition equally bad.
There has been a temporary saving of money by having these
books rebound but a five-year-old book or a two-year-old book
that has seen double service I am convinced is not worth
rebinding. By double service 1 mean having one set of books
do duty in two rooms to save buying a set for each. The
supplementary reading list has been increased this year to give
a change from the old readers, some of which have been in use
for many years. For grades above the third I believe con-
nected reading is preferable to the "choppy" selections found
in most readers.
Maps and charts are important adjuncts to the school woik,
yet our supply in this line is extremely limited. I would rec-
ommend a complete set of maps for every building except
those having only the three lower grades ; also a manikin for
physiology teaching for each of the three grammar schools
;
and at least two industrial cabinets. These last are of incal-
culable value in teaching geography.
The care of school-books requires no little planning. During
September about 3500 books were inspected and catalogued.
Henceforth all new books will be given a catalogue mark and
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serial number so that at any time the number and location of
books may be immediately known. Wherever there is a suffi-
cient quantity of books in a set to supply every pupil, the book
is charged to that pupil and he is made responsible for the
same, noting and reporting any injury. Marking of any kind
is not allowed, not even the pupil's name. Each teacher is
supplied with a repair outfit, so that loose pages and bindings
may be temporarily strengthened by the pupil. At the end of
the present school year the books will be looked over again and
those which can be kept in use by rebinding will be cared for.
Thus by repair of old books and addition of new sets the book
equipment may be kept in a much more satisfactory condition.
Finances.
The financial account shows, as did that of last year, a
deficit. In both cases this was caused by the failure to appro-
priate enough money to meet the needs of normal growth.
For the past seven years the cost of the schools has been
gradually increasing. Estimated on the average membership,
the expense per pupil since 1898 has been ; $19.00, $19.50,
$20.90, $20.50, $22.20, $24.00 and $23.00—an average of
$21.30. During the past three years this average has been
$23.00. Last year the amount available for school use was
$23,683.35, the average number of pupils to be educated was
1,072. The problem here was to cut expenses to the extent of
one dollar per pupil. This was an impossibility. There was
just money enough for 1,029 pupils but the other 43 had to be
educated, hence a deficit. The problem this year has been just
the same. The appropriation was $22,500.00 as against
$21,000.00 last year but the difference of $1,500.00 was dis-
counted by about one-half because of a surplus left over from
1903 of about $700, which was available for 1904. Thanks to
the city council the deficit of last year was not entered against
us on this year's account.
There are four sources of increased expenditure this year:
Increase in teachers' salaries, reinstatement of drawing, equip-
ment of new room and hiring teacher, and substitution of
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several sets of new books. The cost of new books tbis year
was $893.00, that of last year $673.00. The total amount
available this year was $24,335.40, the average number of
pupils 1,121. The amount needed for this number was
$25,783.00. As only $24,335.40 was available, there was
bound to be a deficit.
Financial Problem of 1906, Without a doubt the average
membership will reach 1,145. Reference to the city treasurer's
figures show that after all expenses were paid last year the cost
of the schools was $25,113.00. This for a membership of
1,072 would be $23.43 for each pupil. The people will ask for
their children all the advantages they have had in other years.
This means that we must estimate the cost for 1,145 children
at the same per capita—$23.40—as that of last year. This
means that the schools will cost $26,793.00 at least.
The dog tax, literary fund, tuitions, etc., will pay about
$2,000.00 of this, hence the appropriation will have to be not
less than $24,500, and this is reckoning on the closest possible
margin.
Conclusion.
In concluding this report I wish to acknowledge my
indebtedness to Superintendent Silver of Portsmouth who,
although just taking up his work in a new and more difficult
field, has found time to give me help and advice. I could not
ask more favorable conditions under which to begin a new
work than those in which he left your schools. The results of
his efforts have been an inspiration to me to do as worthily and
as well. I appreciate the cordial attitude of teachers and
pupils. Finally, gentlemen, to you and 1o the citizens of
Rochester whom you represent I wish to extend my thanks for






Financial Statement for Fiscal Year End-
ing Dec. 31, 1905.
Reckipts.




Dog tax, 1,007 47
Casli from tuition, sale of books, etc., 121 74




Pay rolls, No. 1, 4, 7, 10, 13, 16, 19, 22, 25, 28, S14,608 99
Elizabeth Gillespie, substitute one week, 10 00
Ernest L. Silver, supervision during January, 29 75
W. H. Slayton, supervision, 957 97
L5,606 71
Janitors.
Pay rolls, No. 2, 5, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 23, 26, 20, $ 1,129 56
Hartley L. Wormbood, salary not on pay rolls
above, 660 00
Robert Downing, 11 weeks at Rogers school, 5 50
$ 1,795 06
Transportation.
Pay rolls No. 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21, 24, 27, 30, $2,662 00
John P. Roberts, 3 weeks not included above, 30 00





Blaisdell Bros., 1^ 50
Bradley, Chas. W., 1,464 23












Downing, Mrs. Chas. W., cleaning,
Goodwin, S. W., cleaning vault,
Getchell, F. G., office supplies,
Gagnon, Mrs. S., cleaniug Gonic building,
Glick, Mrs. Martha, cleaning old high building,
Hayes, Frank, truant officer,
Hanscam & McDuffee, desks and table,
Jackson Express Co.,
.Tenness, Mrs. J. E., cleaning high school building,
Kiesel Fire Brick Co.,
Kendall, C. H., electric bell fittings,
Lowe, C. W., livery,
Morrill & Greenfield, plaster,
McCauley, Niles, orchestra for graduation,
M. P]. church, graduation,
Meader, W. E., wood and labor,
Meader, F. P., envelopes, etc.,
Moore, Ira B., wood alcohol,
Morgan Envelope Co., toilet paper.
New England Telephone and Telegraph, rental
and tolls,
Richards Co., A. W., boards,
Richards, F. I., clock and repairs,
Rochester Lumber Co., windows, kindergarten
tables, shingles, glass and labor,
Rochester Carpet Co., dusters, brushes, etc.,
'' Foundry and Machine Works, pipe,
labor,
Ricker, C E., weighing coal,
Rankin, Geo. W., labor,
Saliuger Bros., sundries,
Salinger, I. & Co., sundries,
Slayton, W. H., secretary of school board,
Sterett, M. E., trucking.
; 1 00
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Smart, J. O. livery, $ 22 00
Town of Milton, one-third expense for maintaining
school at South Milton, 103 21
Tuttle, A. R., labor, 1 40
United Gas Co., lights for 1904, 22 50
Varney, Isaac A., bench, 2 00
Wentworth, Dana, sundries, 12 75
Winchester Tar Disinfecting Co., 13 10
Wormhood, H. A., express, etc., 20 73
Whitney, Dr. F. E., engrossing diplomas, 15 92
Woodes, Mrs. C. W., cleaning at high school, 3 75
Young, J. B., trucking, 19 01
Slayton, W. H., expenses seeking teachers, $13 09





office supplies, 6 50





American Book Co. 151 15
Atkinson, Mentzer & Grover, 57 27
Allyn & Bacon, 13 34
Burnham, R. DeWitt, 4 25
Babb, E. E. & Co., 766 65
Courier Publishing Co., 9 90
Cutter, Tower Co., 1 00







Hammett, J. L. Co.,
Harvard Publishing Co.,
Heath, D. C. & Co.,












































Elizabeth Cate, Old High, grade IV,
Winnifred Lavabee, Rogers, mixed,

















H. S. bldg., gi-ade VI,
Old High, grade V
Old High, grade I,
Old High, grade 11,






















Janitors of School Buildings, Jan., 1906.
High school, Hartley L. Wormhood,
Old High school, James A. Kay,
East Rochester, Geo. M. Rankin,
Gonic, Geo. L. Young,
Maple street, Geo. Hersom,
School street, Fred P. Berry,









Persons Employed in Transportation of
Children.
John A. Alleu, S296 00
Jesse Baker, 158 00
Fred Massey, • 370 00
Geo. W. Bickford, 277 50
Geo. F. Emery, 870 00
Chas. F. Evaus, 190 00
George Gagne, 92 50
J. O. Hayes, 370 00
Ernest Jackson, 185 00
D. F. Jenness, 370 00
John P. Roberts, 370 00
E. H. & A. St. Ry. Co., half-fare
StatisticsfortheYear Ending July 15,1905.
Population of the city by census of 1900, 8,467
Estimated population, 1905, 9,500
Total number of children between 5 and 16 years, 1,459
Total enrollment : Boys, 675; girls, 713; 1,388
Average membership, 1,121
Average daily attendance, 1,019
Per cent of attendance, 90.81
Pupils enrolled in high school, 168
Number of weeks in school year: high, 38 ; grammar, 37.
Number of schools below high school, 25.
Number of school buildings in use, 7.
Average cost per pupil, based on total enrollment, S17.86.
Average cost per pupil, based on average membership, $22.12.
Number of tardinesses, 2,885.
Number of pupils not absent or tardy during the year, 17.
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No School Signal.
Two blasts on the fire alarm repeated once will be the signal
for uo school.
When sounded at 8 a. ji. there will be no school in the
forenoon. When sounded at 12.45 there will be no afternoon
session. The signal sounded at 11.30 will prolong the morning
session of primary schools one-half hour and of grammar
schools and high school one hour, at the end of which the
schools will be dismissed for the day.
The same signals will be sounded at Gonic and East
Rochester.
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Employment and School Attendance Laws
Chapter 93, Public Statutes.
Sec. 10. No child undei- the age of twelve years shall be
employed m any manufacturing establishment. No child under
the age of fourteen years shall be employed in any manufactur-
ing establishment, nor in any mechanical, mercantile, or other
employment, during the time in which the public schools are in
session in the district in which he resides.
Sec. 11. No child under the age of sixteen years shall be
employed in any manufacturing establishment, or in any me-
chanical, mercantile, or other employment, during the time in
which the public schools are in session in the district in which
he resides, without first presenting a statement of his age from
his parents or guardians sworn to before the superintendent of
schools, or if there is no superintendent of schools, before some
person authorized by the school board of the district in which
fiuch child is employed.
And no child under the age of sixteen years shall be em-
ployed as aforesaid during the time in which the public schools
are in session in the district in which he resides without first
presenting a certificate from the superintendent of schools, or
if there is no superintendent of schools, some person author-
ized by the school board, that such child can read at sight and
write legibly simple sentences in the English language. And
any superintendent of schools, or person authorized by the
school board, who certifies falsely as to matters prescribed by
this section, shall be fined not less than twenty nor more than
fifty dollars for each offense.
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Sec. 12. No minor shall be employed ia any manufactnring
establishment, or in any mechanical, mercantile, or other em-
ployment, who cannot read at sight and write legibly simple
sentences in the English language, while a free public evening
school is maintained in the district in which he resides unless
he is a regular attendant at such evening school or at a day
school; provided., that upon presentation by such minor of a
certificate signed by a regular practicing physician, and satis-
factory to the superintendent of schools, or, where there is no
superiutendent of schools, the school board, showing that the
physical condition of such minor would render such atten-
dance in addition to daily labor prejudicial to his health, said
superintendent of schools or school board shall issue a permit
authorizing the employment of such minor for such a period as
said superiutendent of schools or school board may determine.
Said superintendent of schools or school board or teachers act-
ing under authority thereof, may excuse any absence from such
evening school arising from justifiable cause. Any parent,
guardian, or custodian who permits to be employed any minor
under his control in violation of the provisions of this section
shall forfeit not iriore than twenty dollars for the use of the
evening school of such town or city.
Sec. 13. If any owner, agent, superintendent or overseer of
a manufacturing, mechanical or mercantile establishment or
any other person shall employ any child in violation of the
provisions of either of the three preceding sections, he shall
be fined not exceeding fifty dollars for each offence, for the use
of the district.
Sec. 14. Every person having the custody and control of a
child between the ages of eight and fourteen years, or of a
child under the age of sixteen years, who cannot read at sight
and write legibly simple sentences in the English language,
residing in a school district in which a public school is annually
taught, shall cause such child to attend the public school all the
time such school is in session, unless the child shall be excused
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by the school board of the district because his physical or
mental condition is such as to prevent his attendance at school
for the period required, or because he was instructed in the
English language in a private school approved by the school
board for a number of weeks equal to that in which the public
school was in session in the common English branches, or hav-
ing acquired those branches, in other more advanced studies.
Any person who does not comply with the requirements of this
section shall be fined ten dollars for the first offence and twenty
dollars for every subsequent offence for the use of the district.
Skc. 15. The state superintendent of public instruction
shall have authority to enforce the laws relating to attendance
at school and the employment of minors, and, for this purpose,
he and any deputy appointed by him shall be vested with the
powers given by law to truant officers when authorized by
school boards to enforce the laws relating to attendance at
school and the employment of children. And the expenses
necessarily incurred by the state superintendent in such
enforcement shall be paid, as audited and allowed by the
governor and council.
Chai'ter 4, Rules and Regulations of School Board, City
OF Rochester.
Sec. 13. Tniancy.—Teachers shall report the names and
residences of all truants and of those suspected of truancy, to-
gether with the names of their parents or guardians, to the
truant officer as early as practicable. They shall keep a record
of the names of all truants, which shall be open at all times to
the inspection of the members of the board and of the truant
officer.
Sec. 14. Any child heticeen the age of six and sixteen yems,
having no regular and lawful occupation, and of sufficient
health, neglecting to attend some proper school, or remaining
absent, or playing truant therefrom, shall, upon conviction
52
thereof, be fiued not exceeding ten dollars; and in default of
payment thereof be committed to the industrial school till the
same be paid or he is otherwise discharged ; or, instead of such
fine, he may be sentenced to said industrial school for a term
not exceeding one year.
Sec. 15. It shall he the duty oj the superintendent to send a
copy of sections 14 and 15 of chapter 94 of the public statutes,
and sections 13 and 14 of this chapter of the rules and regula-
tions of the school board to every person who he has reason to
believe does not comply with the regulations thereof, and re-
port to the committee on truancy the names of all who still fail
to comply therewith ; and it shall be the duty of said committee
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